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Coniston Parish Council 
 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 20th July 2026 
 

Present:  Councillors:  J Buller, T Coward, R McCracken, L Lea, and J Butcher 
Clerk:             M Dearnley 

 

Minute 
Number 

 
Action 

By 

252/2026 Apologies 
 
RESOLVED: To accept apologies from Councillor Dixon. 
 

 

253/2026 Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

254/2026 Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
None. 
 

 

255/2026 Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meetings held on the 15th June and 29th June were 
accepted as a true and accurate record with a minor amendment accepted in 
relation to item 246/2026.  
 

 
 

 

256/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Participation 
 
Westmorland and Furness Council 
Cllr Pender reported that: 

• The budget settlement for Westmorland and Furness Council is very poor, 
this will have an impact on Council services.  

• Torver Parish Council had met with United Utilities regarding it’s water 
treatment plant.  United Utilities indicated that this plant is operating within 
its parameters and so no developments are planned.  

• Haws Bank Highways issue resulting from a road closure order is 
emblematic of a system for reporting issues to the Council doesn’t worik 
and results in a disproportionate number of complaints.  

• The LDNPA has been contacted regarding car park charges, in particular 
the desirability of a similar charging structure to the one they have 
implemented in Hawkshead including a one-hour rate. Nathan Leadbeater 
will attend the August meeting. 

• The establishment of a SEN unit at John Ruskin School is being consulted 
upon.   

• Community Governance Review has been concluded.  There are no 
changes for the Parish of Coniston. 

• There is a proposal for the Council to dispose of the Nan Tate Centre, 
Barrow.  This is a handsome building in need of protecting for the future. 
Suzanne will advocate with the appropriate officer/Members. 
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257/2026 

Lake District National Park 
None 
 
National Trust: 
Weekly newsletter circulated. 
 
Coniston and Torver Business Forum 
There are ongoing issues with: 

• Car Parking charges 

• SP ENW road closure plans as part of the electricity infrastructure upgrade 

• The need for greater on-street parking enforcement 
 
To receive comments and representations from members of the public in relation 
to any item on the agenda. 
 
None. 
 

 
 
258/2026 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
259/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Applications 

 

NOTED:          The award of planning permission 

 

Reference:  7/2026/5345 

Location:  2 Low Yewdale Cottages, Coniston, LA21 8DF 

Proposal:  Minor alterations to install a second shower room, secondary  

                        glazing, additional insulation, bathroom extract fan and replace   

                        modern wall linings 

 

Reference:  7/2026/5339 

Location:  High Yewdale, Coniston, LA21 8DF 

Proposal:  Minor alterations of the listed building including installation of an air  

                        source heat-pump, internal layout modification, ventilation outlets,  

                        second bathroom 

 

Reference:  7/2026/5109 

Location:  7 Collingwood Close, Coniston, LA21 8DZ 

Proposal:  Extension to the rear of the property 

 

Reference:  7/2026/5212 

Location: Far End Cottages, Coniston, LA21 8DD 

Proposal: Replacing later timber porch with new slate porch, creating new  

                       shower room on first floor, replacing later fireplaces with log burners 

 

NOTED:         The refusal to award planning permission. 

 

Reference:  7/2026/5277 

Location:  Kirkbeck, Coniston, LA21 8EL 

Proposal:  Non-material amendment to application 7/2024/5652 roof turrets to  

                        be removed from building design and window arrangement  

                        amended. 
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260/2026 Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
Progress on the double gates was discussed.  Tod will be asked to contact 
Stephen Stalker to discuss options for automatic closing and to reduce the 
possibility of children trapping their fingers.  
 

 
 

 
 
261/2026 

Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
None. 

 
 
 
 

262/2026 Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
There were no new significant issues brought to the attention of the meeting, other 
than to note that there had been a significant number of road closures impacting 
on the roads and bus services within the parish including closures resulting from 
the installation of broadband by Fibrus at Haws Bank, Thurston Bank.  Traffic 
issues relating to major events were reported on Lake Road. 
 
Lighting on the Brow Steps is being reviewed by The Clerk.  
 

 
 

 
 
263/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
264/2026 
 
 
 
265/2026 
 
 
 
 
 

Climate, Nature, and Community 
 
NOTED:  Coniston Medical Practice.  The Central Lakes Medical Group have 
announced new timetables for when the practice will open and how it will be 
staffed.   There are residual issues that need to be addressed between the 
practice and the Patient Partnership Group.  There may be a need to help people 
to manage new technology in order to be able to fully access medical services 
more efficiently.  
 
NOTED: Lake District National Park car parking tariff.  Nathan Leadbeater, 
Manager, will attend the August meeting to discuss the tariffing strategy and 
options for adaptation.  
 
NOTED: Scottish Power Electricity North West.  The Parish Council have written 
to express concern regarding some elements of the planned work to upgrade the 
electrical infrastructure.  In particular, it advocated for the route to utilise the old 
railway line to minimise disruption to road traffic.  ENW officers will be attending 
future meetings to discuss plans in greater detail.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

266/2026 Emergency Planning 
 
It was noted that the Fire Service were promoting fire safety during the prolonged 
period of hot weather.  The Parish Council helped to circulate this message, and 
warnings regarding the dangers of reckless swimming in hot weather. 
 

 

 
 

267/2026 
 

268/2026 

Coniston Parish Council Policy Review and Adoption 
 
RESOLVED: To adopt the social media policy agreed at the meeting.   
 
RESOLVED: To adopt the memorial bench policy agreed at the meeting.  
 

 

269/2026 Councillor Matters 
 
Councillors Lea and McCracken reported concerns that overgrown hedges are 
impacting on people’s ability to safely use pavements in the village.  This, along 
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with ongoing concerns regarding overgrowing vegetation on Shepherd’s Bridge 
Lane, are clear road safety issues. Clerk to provide Councillors McCracken and 
Lea with letters politely asking residents to cut back hedges. 
 

 
 

MD 

 
 

270/2026 
 
 
 
 

271/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

272/2026 

Financial Matters 
 
NOTED: The following receipts:  

• VAT Refund                £11,764.45 

• Bank Interest                      £162.38 

• Nayax (Public Conveniences)       £587.98 
 
RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts 

▪ M Dearnley (Clerk)                    £639.00 
▪ M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)        £20.00 
▪ M Dearnley (Microsoft software)                                   £104.99 
▪ T Coates (Lengthsman)        £102.56 
▪ Jigsaw (Cleaning)                    £486.00 
▪ Spedding Electrical          £253.20 
▪ Thomas Graham and Son        £114.70 
         Direct Debits 
▪ Engie Power           £116.92 
▪ Engie Power            £92.76 

 
NOTED:           The first quarter accounts were considered. 
 

 
 

273/2026 
 

 

Correspondence 
 
Not circulated. 
 

 

274/2026 Next Meeting 

 
This meeting will be held at 7pm on Monday, 17th August 2026 in the Reading 
Room of the Coniston Institute. 
 

 

. 
The meeting closed at 8:47pm 
 
………………………………….                              ………………………………………………… 
Date             Signed & Approved by (Chair) 


