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Coniston Parish Council 
 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 15th June 2026 
 

Present:   Councillors:  T Coward, R McCracken, L Lea, and L Dixon 
Clerk:              M Dearnley 
Members of the Public:   Four members of the public  

 

Minute 
Number 

Part One 
Action 

By 

226/2026 Apologies 
 
RESOLVED: To accept apologies from Councillors Buller and Butcher.  
 

 

227/2026 Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

228/2026 Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
None. 
 

 

229/2026 Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meetings held on the 20th April were accepted as a 
true and accurate record with a minor amendment accepted in relation to item 
218/2026.  
 

 
 

 

230/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Participation 
 
Westmorland and Furness Council 
Cllr Pender reported that her priorities include: 

• SP ENW have been asked to review their plans to ensure that the impact 
on communities is minimised. 

• The LDNPA has been contacted regarding car park charges, in particular 
the desirability of a similar charging structure to the one they have 
implemented in Hawkshead including a one-hour rate. 

• She has asked the Leader of the Council to ensure that rural areas are a 
focus in the annual council plan.  They are establishing a task group to 
consider rural issues, how the Council is helping and how it could help 
more. 

• Community Governance Review has been concluded.  There are no 
changes for the Parish of Coniston. 

• The Ransome Trust have been in contact as part of their early planning to 
establish an Arthur Ransome Centre. 

• She has casework relating to individual residents and businesses. Of 
particular interest is the work she is doing in relation to housing association 
leases. 

 
Lake District National Park 
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231/2026 

None 
 
National Trust: 
Weekly newsletter circulated. 
 
Coniston and Torver Business Forum 
Amy Dixon and Phil Johnston addressed the meeting in relation to: 

• Car Parking charges 

• SP ENW road closure plans as part of the electricity infrastructure upgrade 

• The need for greater on-street parking enforcement 
 
To receive comments and representations from members of the public in relation 
to any item on the agenda.   
 
Mr McNamara addressed the meeting on the proposed closure of Applethwaite 
Green Nursing Home. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
232/2026 
 
 

 
233/2026 
 
 
 

Planning Applications 

 

Reference:  7/2026/5277 

Location:  Kirkbeck, Coniston, LA21 8EL 

Proposal:  Non-material amendment to application 7/2024/5652 roof turrets to  

                        be removed from building design and window arrangement  

                        amended. 

RESOLVED:   To object to the classification by the Planning Authority as a non- 

                        material amendment.  Clerk to write to Lake District National Park  

                        objection to the alteration. 

 

NOTED:          The grant of planning permission 

 

Reference:  7/2026/5158 

Location:  Field within Low Bank Ground Outdoor Adv, Low Bank  

                        Ground Adventure Centre, Coniston, LA21 8AJ 

Proposal:  Formation of new access track from temporary Haul Road 

Reference:   7/2026/5173 

Location: 8, Old Furness Road, Coniston, LA21 8HU 

Proposal:  To install an EV chargepoint on the north face of the building 

 

Reference: 7/2026/5167 

Location: Land East of A593, Coniston, LA21 8EW 

Proposal: Stable building (retrospective) 

 

Reference: 7/2026/5061 

Location: Parrock Quarry, Hodge Close, Smithy Brow, Coniston, LA21 8DL 

Proposal: Removal of the stone from existing spoil heaps, processing, and  

                        sorting to provide building materials. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MD  

 
 

234/2026 

Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
NOTED: The Playground Open Day to celebrate the opening of the renewed 
playground was enjoyed by all.  It has been a source of real joy to see the 
playground being so well used by local and visiting children and their families. 
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There are issues that remain to be resolved including: drainage by the pedestrian 
gate, increased litter from playground users, and the resolution to the tallest 
sunflower competition  
 

 
 
235/2026 

Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
NOTED:  The toilets are fully operational. 

 
 
 
 

236/2026 Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
There were no new significant issues brought to the attention of the meeting, other 
than to note that there had been a significant number of road closures impacting 
on the roads and bus services within the parish. 
 
The need for road signs at The Garth had been researched, however, it transpires 
that there is no restriction that would enable residents only parking.  The existing 
signs are to remain in situ.  
 
Lighting on the Brow Steps is being reviewed by The Clerk.  
 
A number of sponsors of benches have been identified.  The Clerk to forward 
information to them regarding the style of bench and the amount required in order 
to secure them and replace the older benches. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 

 
 
237/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
238/2026 
 
 
 
 
239/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
240/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
241/2026 

Climate, Nature, and Community 
 
NOTED:  Coniston Medical Practice.  The Central Lakes Medical Group are the 
newly appointed provider at Coniston’s medical practice.  They will be holding a 
community meeting on the 25th June.  Further details will be provided at that time 
although the Group have committed to mixed provision between doctors and other 
medical professionals, but with an emphasis on providing continuity of provision.  
 
NOTED: Lake District National Park car parking tariff.  This has been highlighted 
as an issue that requires urgent review and the establishment of a similar tariff 
structure as has been initiated in Hawkshead.  This matter is being led by 
Councillor Suzanne Pender. 
 
Applethwaite Green Care Home.  The meeting was addressed by Mr P 
McNamara.  He outlined the nature of the establishment, its importance to the 
wider south Lakes community and the need to influence Westmorland and 
Furness Council to review its proposal to close it down via the consultation.   
RESOLVED:  For the Clerk to write in support of keeping the care home open. 
 
Scottish Power Electricity North West.  Coniston Business Forum expressed their 
concern that proposed road closures would have a negative impact on 
communities and businesses.  They have asked for the Parish Council to work 
with them to achieve greater transparency in relation to what is being proposed 
and, if possible, to influence how this is rolled out.  
RESOLVED:  For the Clerk to write to SP ENW to ask that they utilise the old 
railway line as much as possible and to confirm that any work by Haws Bank will 
be undertaken using temporary traffic lights rather than road closures. 
 
NOTED: Bus Services. The Parish Council welcomes the bus services which have 
been established for the summer season.  The services are X12 Coniston to 
Ulverston and S17 Ambleside to Coniston. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 
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242/2026 

 
NOTED: Coniston Water Quality Meeting.  United Utilities will undertake the next 
phase of development for the water treatment plant.   
 

243/2026 Emergency Planning 
 
Nothing to report. 
 

 

 
 

244/2026 
 
 

245/2026 

Coniston Parish Council Policy Review and Adoption 
 
RESOLVED: To postpone adoption of the social media policy until more parish   
councillors are present to generate an informed discussion. 
 
RESOLVED: To postpone the adoption of the memorial bench policy until more 
parish councillors are present to generate an informed discussion. 
 

 

246/2026 Councillor Matters 
 
Councillor McCracken reported that: 

• properties for sale might be exploiting a loophole in Council Tax regulations 
and that this is an issue to be aware of.   

• The Lake District National Park should include in their priorities for the area 
the establishment of a Foxfield to Coniston footpath.  Clerk to write to bring 
to the attention of the Planning Authority. 

 
The Chair will contact Mr Adams to formally thank him for his years of service as 
parish councillor.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 

 
 

247/2026 
 
 
 

248/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

249/2026 

Financial Matters 
 
RESOLVED:      To note the following receipts:  

▪ Westmorland and Furness Council               £32,000.00 

▪ Donation from the Estate of Mr G Fleming    £15,000.00 

▪ Nayax (Public Conveniences income, March)    £200.00 

RESOLVED:     To authorise payment of the following accounts:  

▪ M Dearnley (Clerk)     £639.00 

▪ M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)    £20.00 

▪ T Coates (Lengthsman - June)                             £70.00 

▪ T Coates Lenghstman – May)    £890.92 

▪ T Coates (materials – May)      £90.00 

▪ Jigsaw (Cleaning)     £421.20 

▪ Jigsaw (Materials)     £140.62 

▪ Healthmatic (May)       £40.80 

▪ Coniston and Torver Dairy (May)     £30.00 

▪ Emma Malsom                        50p 

 

               Direct Debits  

• Engie Power      £124.46 

• Engie Power        £88.18 

 

RESOLVED:      To authorise the establishment of a direct debit to make  

                           PAYE payments to HMRC. 
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250/2026 
 

 
 
 

Correspondence 
 

Westmorland 
and Furness 

Council Press 
Releases 

• Business community asked to share insights to help 
council plan for the future 

• Nutrient Credits available in Cumbria to unlock 
housing growth and protect river water quality 

• Planned Closure of Kendal Town Hall, South Lakeland 
House and car park for Essential Works 

• Current phase of decarbonisation works completes at 
Appleby Leisure Centre 

• New grants scheme opens for rural businesses 

• Counterfeit goods advice for Appleby Horse Fair 
traders 

• Changes to Traffic Management Plan for Appleby 
Horse Fair confirmed 

• Dock Museum ranked one of the best places to visit in 
the UK 

• New ‘Skills Bridge’ programme launched to support 
Cumbrian businesses and boost workforce skills 

• Opening hours for Spring Bank Holiday 

• Students experience powerful refugee journey 
exhibition 

• Statement on award of contract to demolition 
specialists for Barrow Forum and Market Hall 

• Council sets out vision for thriving, resilient and 
sustainable economy 

Rural Support 
Network 

• Newsletter 20th May, 28th May, 3rd June, 10th June 

• NALC events 

Cumbria 
Constabulary 

• Neighbourhood Policing Update: Ulverston, Low 
Furness and High Furness 

Lake District 
National Park 

• Lake District National Park Authority Cluster Events 

•  

Cllr Suzanne 
Pender 

• General medical services in Coniston 

• Parking in Hawkshead 

• Temporary Closure of Footpath 512087 in Coniston 

• Arthur Ransome Trust 

•  

Dr Mark 
Borthwick 

• Moles hanging from fence on the A593 

Coniston and 
Torver 

Business 
Forum 

• Minutes and Additional Information 

Hawkshead 
Parish Council 

• Minutes 19th May 

• Agenda 16th June 

Torver Parish 
Council 

• Agenda for Meeting 4th June 

NALC • Chief Executives Bulletin  14th May, 21st May, 4th June 

National Trust 

• June National Trust Newsletter Updates 

• Open Farm Sunday 

• 2026 Area Action Plan for Tilberthwaite, Hodge Close, 
Stang End and Little Langdale 
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251/2026 Next Meeting 

 
This meeting will be held at 7pm on Monday, 20th July 2026 in the Reading Room 
of the Coniston Institute. 
 

 

. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:08pm 
 
………………………………….                              ………………………………………………… 
Date             Signed & Approved by (Chair) 


