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Coniston Parish Council 
 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 18th May 2026 
 

Present: Councillors:  T Coward, J Buller, R McCracken, D Adams, L Lea, J    
Butcher, and L Dixon 

Clerk:           M Dearnley 
Member of the Public:        One member of the public  

 

Minute 
Number 

Part One 
Action 

By 

201/2026 Election of Chair  

202/2026 Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chair  

203/2026 Appointment of Vice Chair  

204/2026 Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Vice Chair  

205/2026 Apologies 
 
None. 
 

 

206/2026 Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

207/2026 Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
None. 
 

 

208/2026 Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meetings held on the 20th April were accepted as a 
true and accurate record. 
 

 
 

 

209/2026 Public Participation 
 
Westmorland and Furness Council 
Cllr Pender reported that her priorities include: 

• Monitoring progress toward the establishment of a medical practice in 
Coniston.  

• Westmorland and Furness Council have agreed to let those with a 
disability badge park in Hawkshead’s resident only spaces to enable 
them to pick up prescriptions whilst Coniston doesn’t have a pharmacy. 

• The £16,000,000 investment by ENW is about to be rolled out 

• It is hoped that United Utilities will invest in expanding the water 
treatment facilities in Torver.  

• Those on Universal Credit are able to apply for help with heating oil.  
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• She has been working on several cases in an attempt to secure local 
housing for local people.   

 
Lake District National Park 

• Seasonal litter bins have now been added to Monk Coniston and 
Brown Howe car parks. 

• The side wall of Ruskin Avenue toilets has been painted. 

• Toilet renovations have been carried out at Monk Coniston and Brown 
Howe over winter. 

• Price increases have been rolled out to our main car parks.  In coniston 
this only includes Ruskin Avenue.  Tariffs will decrease by £1 between 
the end of September and beginning of April 2027. 

 
National Trust: 
 
Two teams of National Trust staff will be on duty every weekend and bank holiday, 
touring countryside sites including Coniston Water and Blea Tarn with litter pickers 
and the message of responsible use.  
 
To make Public Spaces Protection Orders more effective the National Trust is 
working as part of a multi-agency response supporting multiagency evening and 
morning patrols.  This response is made in combination with Westmorland and 
Furness Council, the Police and Lake District National Park Authority. 
 
Coniston and Torver Business Forum 
No report. 
 
Coniston Carers 
 
Carol Barr reported that the Carers was developing positively.  Since February 
there have been four new part time members of staff recruited, another is leaving 
soon.  There has been a general increase in the number of hours support being 
delivered due to taking on new clients and the changing nature of need of existing 
clients.  There is considerable investment of time and resources into training.  
There are challenges to address, however, Carol believes that Coniston Carers 
has a strong foundation for a new manager to build upon.  
 
The Chair thanked Carol and all of those involved in supporting Coniston Carers 
over the past year.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

210/2026 Appointment of representatives to other bodies 

 

Coniston Water 

Association 
Cllr Tracy Coward 

Coniston Sports and 

Social Club 
Cllr Lian Dixon 

Coniston Patient 

Participation Group 
Cllr Tracy Coward and Cllr R McCracken 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Planning Applications 

 

Reference:  7/2026/5158 

Location:  Field within Low Bank Ground Outdoor Adv, Low Bank  

                        Ground Adventure Centre, Coniston, LA21 8AJ 
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211/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
212/2026 
 
213/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
214/2026 

Proposal:  Formation of new access track from temporary Haul Road 

RESOLVED:  Support with caveat that there should be no provision made for  

                        parking on the lakeside 

 

Reference:  7/2026/5212 

Location:  Far End Cottages, Coniston, LA21 8DD 

Proposal:  Replacing later timber porch with new slate porch, creating  

                        new shower room on first floor, replacing later fireplaces with  

                        log burners 

RESOLVED:   Support 

 

NOTED: The grant of planning permission, applications not subject to consultation 

 

Reference:  RC/2026/0035 

Location:  Land part of Heathwaite Farm, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8HE 

Proposal:  Temporary Recreational Campsite 

 

NOTED:         The grant of planning permission 

 

Reference:  7/2026/5195 

Location:  Kirkbeck Hall, Kirkbeck, Coniston, LA21 8EL 

Proposal:  Discharge of Biodiversity Net Gain condition on planning application  

                        7/2024/5652 

 

Reference: 7/2026/5056 

Location: Coniston Old Hall Farm, Haws Bank, Coniston, LA21 8AS 

Proposal: Extend the jetty by 8 metres to make a new total length of 35  

                        metres. The jetty is currently 2.4 metres wide by 27 metres long 

 

Reference: 7/2025/5489 

Location: Building at Dixon Ground Farm, Coniston, LA21 8HQ 

Proposal: Erection of building for staff accommodation and laundry facility  

                        following demolition of existing building 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5655 

Location: Bank Ground Farm, Coniston, LA21 8AA 

Proposal: Erection of a building for managers accommodation, ancillary family  

                        annex accommodation/staff accommodation, garage, and office as  

                        approved by planning permission 7/2022/5147 

 

 
 

215/2026 

Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
NOTED: That works at the playground had been completed, the safety audit 
conducted.  MD to maintain an incident record of incidents reported directly to the 
Parish Council.   
 

 
 

MD 
 
 
 

216/2026 Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
The clerk reported that so far this year the public toilets required plumbing work, 
the replacement of the NAYAX payment/door control mechanism and drain 
cleaning.  The cost of which will have a significant impact on the Parish Council’s 
budget. 
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217/2026 Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
There were no new significant issues brought to the attention of the meeting, other 
than to note that there had been a significant number of road closures impacting 
on the roads and bus services within the parish. 
 
The clerk will draft a policy to help manage memorial benches and present at the 
next meeting.    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 

218/2026 Climate, Nature, and Community 
 
Water Quality Status  There will be a meeting of the multiagency group on 27th 
May. 
 
Coniston Food Club and Community Pantry  The Coniston’s Women’s Institute 
took over the day-to-day management of the Community Pantry and Food Club.  
These two initiatives support those in food crisis and to reduce food waste 
respectively.  These are operating very successfully.  The Women’s Institute 
intend to widen the scope of their operations to include cookery classes in the 
autumn.  
 
Coniston Medical Practice.  Although all indicators are positive there is a delay in 
confirmation the details of the new contractor.  It is hoped that the new contract will 
be issued soon and that a further public meeting can be held for the provider to 
detail how the new practice will operate.   
 
Coniston Co-Operative Society.  There has been a positive response from the 
community toward future involvement in the Co-Ops future development and the 
resolution of governance issues that the existing trustees have been working to 
address.  
 

 

219/2026 Emergency Planning 
 
It was suggested that the Emergency Planning leaflets be made available at the 
Medical Practice.   
 
Cumbria has a joint emergency response team.  The Clerk has registered the 
Sports and Social Centre as an Emergency Hub and begun the process of 
establishing connections with similar hubs to share good practice. 
 

 

220/2026 Councillor Matters 
 
Cllr Coward asked that the minutes record the Parish Council’s congratulations to 
the Coniston Institute and Ruskin Museum on its organisation of the K7 Festival, a 
safe and successful event.  The meeting recognised that the organisation of the 
event required real commitment on the part of trustees, staff, and volunteers.   
 

 
 
 

 
 

221/2026 
 
 
 

222/2026 
 

Financial Matters 
 
RESOLVED:      To approve the insurance renewal quote of £1,398.72 with  
                           Hiscox Insurance Company from Gallagher’s Insurance Brokers  
                           for period 1st June 2026 to 31st May 2027. 
    

RESOLVED:      To note the following receipts:  

▪ Westmorland and Furness Council               £32,000.00 
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223/2026 

▪ Sally Beckwith (Donation toward bench)            £921.60 

▪ Nayax (Public Conveniences income, March)        26.73 

 

RESOLVED:     To authorise payment of the following accounts:  

• M Dearnley (Salary)                                     £639.00 

• M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)              £20.00 

• NALC (Planning Training)      £42.00 

• Jigsaw (April)                               £486.00 

• Healthmatic (Nayax machine replacement)     £1,092.00 

• Neil Butler (Plumber)     £112.94 

• South Lakes Drain Jetting    £426.60 

• Electrical Safety Council (Return of Grant)      £3,000.00 

• Hiscox Insurance Co Ltd             £1,398.72 

• Fitzpatric Woolmer (Information Board)           £1,410.00 

• Patrick Tate (Design Information Board)            £300.00 

• Playdale Playground Ltd                                £63,316.33 

  

               Direct Debits  

• Water Plus                £378.52 

• Engie Power                £142.84 

• Engie Power                  £81.18 

 

224/2026 
 

 
 
 

Correspondence  
 

Westmorland and Furness 

Council (Highways) 

Temporary Traffic Regulation Order - Coniston 

Bluebird K7 Event – 11th May 2026 

Temporary Road Closure - C5006, Coniston – 25th 

May 2026 

Temporary Road Closure - B5285, Coniston – 18th 

May 2026 

Temporary Traffic Regulation Order - Coniston 

Bluebird K7 Event – 11th May 2026 

Lake District National Park 

Authority (LDNPA) 

Lake Views and News 

Partnership Post 

LDNPA Management Team changes (1st July 2026) 

Planning Enquiry: Julie Birkett 

Invitation to Local Plan Seminar 

LDNPP (For Partner review - Important) - Partnership 

Plan v0.6 for Partnership sign off 12th May 2026 

Update from LDNPA to Parish/Town Councils - Visitor 

Engagement 

LDNPA Cluster events 2026 

Update on NLHF Landscape Connection –Gathering 

Input 

Update on wildlife-rich habitat funding and request for 

wildfire preparedness info 

Ruskin Museum Water Safety Plan 

Rural Services Network Newsletter 13th May, 7th May, 29th May, 22nd May 

Torver Parish Council 
Annual Parish Meeting Agenda/Minutes and Annual 

Meeting of the Parish Council Agenda/Minutes 

Coniston Business Forum Agenda and Minutes (April) 
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Cumbria Constabulary 

Neighbourhood Policing Update: Ulverston, Low 

Furness & High Furness (May 2026) 

Cumbria Police - Your Fraud Prevention Update (May 

2026) 

Neighbourhood Policing Update: Lakes & Lakes Rural 

(May 2026) 

Cumbria Community 

Foundation 

April Newsletter 

Playdale Playground Ltd 
Post-Installation Inspection Report - Coniston Parish 

Council Playground 

Councillor Pender Miscellaneous including traffic, housing, surgeries. 

 National Highways 
A66 Northern Trans-Pennine Project - Advanced 

works and associated road closures - May 2026 

Velo  Velo Retro Vintage Cycling May 31 2026 

 National Association of 

Local Councils (NALC) 

NALC events 

Chief executive's bulletin - 7 May 2026, 30 April 2026, 

23 April 2026, 16 April 2026 

Hawkshead Parish Council 
Draft Minutes (21.4.26) 

Agenda (19.5.26) 

Coniston Patient Group Coniston Surgery Update 

South Lakeland Area 

Support 

Met Office 2026 Online Community Resilience 

Training 

Lakeland Trails Lakeland Trails event - 6th-7th June 

Westmorland and Furness 

Council 

Update on the Thorncliffe Crematorium in Barrow 

Council honoured with Gold Award for supporting 

Armed Forces community 

Weight restriction breaches lead to bridge width 

restrictions 

Funding available for arts and culture sector in Eden 

and Furness 

Changes to Westmorland and Furness Council 

Cabinet 

New pedestrian crossings proposed to support safer 

school journeys in Ulverston 

Council sets priorities for year ahead 

A595 tree planting event a success as residents help 

grow lasting legacy 

Garden waste subscriptions remain open for residents 

wishing to sign up 

Council steps up work to make communities fairer 

Spring into action on highways and transport 

improvement plans 

Council action sends strong message after 

irresponsible camping at Ullswater 

Nominations open for Westmorland and Furness and 

Barrow Town Council by-elections 

British Telecommunications Ltd fined after admitting 

carrying out unsafe street works 

Gala dinner to honour veterans and recognise their 

service 
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Proposed changes to conservation areas approved by 

Cabinet 

Opening hours for Early May Bank Holiday 

Support for bowling club at the heart of the Walney 

community 

Chair appointed to lead £20 million investment 

programme for central Barrow 

SP Electricity North West fined after admitting traffic 

management safety breaches 

Major Refurbishment completes at council Family 

Centre 

Council launches new strategy to help area adapt to a 

changing climate 

Council confirms next steps for County Hall, Kendal 

Cabinet agrees public consultation on the future of two 

residential care homes 

Final decision on Inspiring Eden project to be made in 

June 

Statement regarding Applethwaite Green Care Home 

in Windermere and Grisedale Croft Care Home in 

Alston 
 

225/2026 Next Meeting 

 
This meeting will be held at 7pm on Monday, 15th June 2026 in the Reading Room 
of the Coniston Institute. 
 

 

. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:34pm 
 
………………………………….                              ………………………………………………… 
Date             Signed & Approved by (Chair) 


