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Coniston Parish Council 
 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 20th April 2026 
 
Present: Councillors:    J Buller, J Butcher, and L Dixon 

Clerk:     M Dearnley 
Member of the Public: Pam Airey, Seonag Porter and David Towler 

(National Trust)  
 

Minute 
Number 

Part One 
Action 

By 

 
 

174/2026 

Apologies 
 
RESOLVED: To accept apologies from Councillors Lea, Adams, McCracken, and 
Coward. 
 

 

 
175/2026 

Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

176/2026 Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
None. 
 

 

 
 

177/2026 

Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meetings held on the 16th March were accepted as 
a true and accurate record. 
 

 
 

 

178/2026 Matters Arising 
 
None.  
 

 

179/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Participation 
 
Westmorland and Furness Council 
Cllr Pender reported that her priorities include: 

• Securing the medical practice in Coniston. 

• Great Big Green Week grant available for events in June 

• Locality Grants available 

• The details the road closure orders for the Bluebird Festival 

• The need to keep water quality on Coniston Water at the forefront of 
organisational planning   

• The promotion of a scheme to support awards to support lower income 
households afford heating oil. 

• Community Grants will be available in the new financial year.  
 
Lake District National Park 
No report. 
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180/2026 

 
National Trust: 
.David Towler, South Lakes Estate Manager reported in detail in relation to the 
following properties: 

• 2 Boon Crag 

• 3 High Waterhead 

• Low Hall Garth 

• High Hall Garth 

• Far End House 

• High Ground House 
Some properties are relatively straightforward; however, others have more 
complex needs for which there is no simple solution.  This is a problem replicated 
across the National Trust Estate in the Lake District. 
 
Councillor Buller thanked Ms Porter and Mr Towler for attending to enabling the 
discussion of the issue of empty National Trust properties in greater detail.  
 
Coniston and Torver Business Forum 
No report, but the next meeting is scheduled for 29th April 2026. 
 
Mrs Airey asked whether it would be possible for a green waste recycling point to 
be established at the Lake Road recycling facility.  Supported by Cllr Pender. Clerk 
to follow up.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 

 

 
 
 

 
181/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 

182/2026 
 
183/2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
184/2026 

 
 

Planning Applications 

 

Reference:  7/2026/5173  

Location:  8 Old Furness Road, Coniston, LA21 8HU  

Proposal:  To install an EV charge-point on the north face of the building  

RESOLVED:   No objection 

 

Reference:  7/2026/5167 

Location:  Land East of A593, Coniston, LA21 8EW 

Proposal:  Stable building (retrospective) 

RESOLVED:   No objection 

 

NOTED:          The following grant of planning permission 

 

Reference: 7/2025/5693 

Location: Brandy Crag Quarry, Copper Mines, Old Man of Coniston,  

                        Coniston, LA21 8HX 

Proposal: Extension to slate quarry - variation of condition on planning  

                        permission 7/2011/5485 to extend the timescale until 30th  

                        November 2042 

 

Reference:  RC/2026/0027 

Location:  Coniston Old Hall Farm, Coniston Hall Camp Site, Haws Bank,   

                        Coniston, LA21 8AS 

Proposal:  Temporary recreational campsite 

 

NOTED: The application for planning permission not for consultation 
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Reference:  RC/2026/0027 

Location:  Coniston Old Hall Farm, Coniston Hall Camp Site, Haws Bank,   

                        Coniston, LA21 8AS 

Proposal:  Temporary recreational campsite 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5655 

Location:  Bank Ground Farm, Coniston, LA21 8AA 

Proposal:  Erection of a building for managers accommodation, ancillary family  

                       annex accommodation/staff accommodation, garage, and office as  

                       approved by planning permission 7/2022/5147 

 

 
 

185/2026 
 
 
 

Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
NOTED: The Clerk updated the meeting on the timetable and plans for renovation 
of the playground.  
 
RESOLVED:  to approve the additional expenditure to provide for a path to link the 
perimeter of the playground and to make it more accessible even in wetter 
conditions.  
 
RESOLVED: To approve the additional expenditure to upgrade existing equipment 
on the playground following an inspection by Playdale Playgrounds Ltd.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
186/2026 

Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
NOTED:  The Clerk reported on the current state of the public toilets.  Materially 
they are in good state following the recent repair and decoration by the 
Lengthsman, however, he has uncovered some underlying issue that need to be 
addressed after this season.   
 
One concern has been the need to replace the NAYAX entry system at the Ladies 
Toilet.  This repair/replacement will cost over £1,000.  Necessary expenditure was 
approved; however, costs will need to be reviewed.   
 
The Clerk had applied for a repair and maintenance grant from Westmorland and 
Furness Council. This has been unsuccessful.  It was recommended that the 
Parish Council keep the viability of operating public toilets as an ongoing concern. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
187/2026 

Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
NOTED: There were no new significant issues brought to the attention of the 
meeting.     
  

 
 

188/2026 Climate, Nature, and Community 
 
Medical Practice: Update 
 
There had been a meeting with the ICB where it was indicated that an agreement 
had been reached with a local healthcare provider take on the role of primary 
medical provision in Coniston.  This would be based at the Tourist Information 
Office.  Further details are to be provided.  This news was met with great relief by 
the whole community. 
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NOTED: The Morecambe Bay PCC VCFSE Support Fund.  This is to be brought 
to the attention of Coniston Sports and Social Club, as it might be used to support 
is community programmes.  
 
NOTED: The Parish Council’s duty to support biodiversity.  
 

 
MD 

189/2026 Electrical Safety First Grant 
 
Following numerous attempts to encourage people to take advantage of the offer 
to PAT Test devices for free there had only been three people who had expressed 
an interest.  The meeting determined that the grant funding should be returned to 
the charity that had awarded it to enable them to allocate it to other schemes.   
 

 
 
 

MD 

190/2026 Emergency Planning 
 
NOTED:  That all analogue telephones will be disconnected by January 2027.  
The Clerk to publicise this matter on Facebook and via posters in the 
noticeboards. 
 

 
 
 

MD 

 
 

191/2026 

Policy Review 
 
A review of the Social Media Policy was postponed until the next meeting.   
 

 

 
 

192/2026 

Bluebird K7 Festival 
 
NOTED:  The circulation of the festival event safety management plan.  
 

 
 
 

193/2026 Councillor Matters 
 
Cllr Dixon observed that road signs leading up to The Banks were obscured by 
foliage growing from Mr Johhson’s property where Sun Loning meets the 
Broughton Road. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

194/2026 
 
 

195/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Matters 
 
NOTED:  The following receipts: 

• Bank Interest       £251.49 
 
RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts 

• M Dearnley (Clerk)                  £639.20 

• M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)                  £20.00 

• T Coates (Lengthsman)                                                  £1,442.29 

• R Jones (Bench)          £921.60 

• DM Payroll          £144.00 

• St Andrew’s Church         £250.00 

• Coniston Institute (Room Hire)         £99.00 

• Jigsaw (Cleaning)         £194.40 

• Jigsaw (Materials)         £117.73 

• CALC Membership        £286.51 

• Playdale Playgrounds Ltd (balance of remedial work) £2,565.83 

• Playdale Playgrounds Ltd (additional remedial work) £3,441.70 

• Discount Displays (Bunting)                  £526.44 
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196/2026 
 

197/2026 
 

198/2026 
 

Direct Debits 

• Engie Power          £141.17 

• Engie Power           £71.35 

• Information Commissioner         £47.00 
 
NOTED: The Christmas Lights Committee Accounts. 
 
NOTED: The Parish Council’s end of year accounts 2025/26 
 
RESOLVED: To reappoint Ms F Ebbs as internal auditor. 

199/2026 
Correspondence  
 

Westmorland 
and Furness 

Council Press 
Releases 

• Cumbria Archives - Kendal centre 

• Financial support for households reliant on domestic 
heating oil 

• Latest consultation launches on ‘community-backed’ 
20mph proposals 

• Council launches innovative digital mental health support 
tool for adults 

• New garden waste subscription service launched today 

• Authorities call for people to love where you visit this 
Easter 

• Have your say and help develop new high street scheme 

• Opening hours for Easter weekend 

• New Family Help website launched 

• Mansion House, Penrith, up for sale as part of council 
accommodation rationalisation 

• Great Big Green Week grants available to support 
community climate action 

• Next stage of decarbonisation works to begin at Appleby 
Leisure Centre 

• Support available for rural households as heating oil 
prices surge across Westmorland and Furness 

• New welfare support drop‑ins for Armed Forces 
community 

• Council supports men’s mental health campaign 

• Cumbria springs Into Easter with a focus on digital 
connectivity 

• Next steps agreed in Barrow town centre transformation 

• Thousands of free trees handed out across Westmorland 
and Furness 

• Last chance to apply for council apprenticeships 

• Council introducing garden waste service subscription 

• Three bridges replaced on popular route thanks to 
countryside access team 

•  

Rural Support 
Network 

• Newsletter: 18th March, 25th March, 1st April, 9th April, 15th 
April  

Cumbria 
Constabulary 

• Your Fraud Protection Update - April 2026 

• Neighbourhood Policing Update: Ulverston, Low Furness 
& High Furness - April 2026 
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• Neighbourhood Policing Update - Lakes and Lakes 
Rural: April 2026 

• Cumbria Police - Your Fraud Prevention Update - March 
2026 

Lake District 
National Park 

• Newsletter 16th March 

• Coniston Water Association Meeting – agenda and 
minutes 

• LDNPA Cluster events 2026 

• Monk Coniston Car Park 

Cllr Suzanne 
Pender 

• Letter from Cllr Giles Archibald regarding recycling 

• Windermere Ferry newsletter 

• Household Support Fund - heating oil 

• Council support for x112 

Highways 

• Temporary Road Closure - B5285 Hawkshead Hill, 
Hawkshead - 28/04/26 

• Emergency Road Closure - Collingwood Close, Coniston 
- 30/03/26 

• Urgent Road Closure - U5003, Little Langdale - 
16/03/2026 

Coniston and 
Torver 

Business 
Forum 

• Minutes and Agenda for Business Forum Meeting - 
Tuesday 24th March 2026 - 6pm Bluebird Cafe 

Hawkshead 
Parish Council 

• Agenda 17th March, Agenda 21st April 

Mr C Sargeant 
& Mrs J 

Sargeant 

• Coniston Co-operative Society Rules of Governance 

• Coniston Co-operative Society Draft Agenda AGM 
continuation 

• Notes on a Gathering of Coniston Co-operative Society 
Members 

Tim Farron MP • Advice Surgery Dates - April to June 2026 

National Trust • April 2026 Newsletter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

200/2026 Next Meeting 

 
This meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, and it will be held 
immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm on Monday, 18th May 
2026 in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute. 
 

 

. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:06pm 
 
………………………………….                              ………………………………………………… 
Date             Signed & Approved by (Chair) 


