Coniston Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council

held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at

Present:

7pm on Monday, 16" March 2026

Councillors:  J Buller, J Butcher, L Dixon, and R McCracken
Clerk: M Dearnley

Minute
Number

Part One

Action
By

149/2026

Apologies

RESOLVED: To accept apologies from Councillors Lea, Adams, and Coward.

150/2026

Requests for Dispensations.

None.

151/2026

Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items

Councillor Buller and Dixon indicated that they are both contractors for the owner
of 7 Collingwood Close, a proposal from which was included on the agenda and
will withdraw from involvement in discussion and voting.

152/2026

Minutes

AGREED: The minutes of the meetings held on the 16" February were accepted
as a true and accurate record.

153/2026

Matters Arising

None.

154/2026

Public Participation

Clir Pender reported that her priorities include:

e The completion of the Community Governance Review. Skelwith,
Torver and Coniston Parish Councils are keen to maintain the status
quo rather than to amalgamate.

e The promotion of a scheme to support awards to support lower income
households afford heating oil.

e Community Grants will be available in the new financial year.

Lake District National Park
No report.

National Trust:

There was information relating to High Waterhead Cottage, and Low Hallgarth
Cottage, however, this does not reflect the extent of the National Trusts
unoccupied residential assets. Clerk to invite the National Trust Estate Manager
to the April meeting.
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Coniston and Torver Business Forum
No report.

Planning Applications

Reference:  7/2026/5061

Location: Parrock Quarry, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8DL

Proposal: Removal of the stone from existing spoil heaps, processing, and
sorting to provide building materials.

RESOLVED: Support

155/2026
Reference:  7/2026/5109
Location: 7 Collingwood Close, Coniston, LA21 8DZ
Proposal: Extension to the rear of the property
156/2026 | RESOLVED: Not quorate
Reference:  7/2026/5056
Location: Coniston Old Hall Farm, Haws Bank, Coniston, LA21 8AS
Proposal: Extend the jetty by 8 metres to make a new total length of 35
metres. The jetty is currently 2.4 metres wide by 27 metres long
157/2026 | RESOLVED: Decline to comment
158/2026 | NOTED: The following grant of planning permission
Reference:  7/2026/5020
Location: Tarn Hows Car Park, Ambleside, LA21 8DP
Proposal: Installation of parking equipment and two new information signs
Reference:  7/2025/5706
Location: The Brow, Annexe, Station Road, Coniston, LA21 8HH
Proposal: Change of use from a 2 bed Annexe to main house to a two-
bedroom, single unit, short term holiday let
159/2026 | NOTED: The application for planning permission not for consultation
Reference: RC/2026/0014
Location: Waterhead pop up campsite, Coniston, LA21 8AJ
Proposal: 60-day temporary recreational campsite
Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership
160/2026 | NOTED: Councillor Buller and the Clerk met with the project lead in relation to the

redevelopment of the Lake Road playground. Major work will commence on the
13" April and take approximately two weeks. Additional work, including creating a
perimeter path, will add additional time to this timeframe. Minor works to improve
the equipment being retained will be undertaken on 315t March.

The clerk will ask the contractor for costs to create a gate in the fence alongside
Church Beck. The clerk to inspect hedging around the playground to identify if it
needs cutting back.
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Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets

161/2026 | NOTED: The toilets are in the process of being painted and decorated, this will be
completed and a deep clean carried out before Friday, 19" March in readiness for
the Coniston 14.
Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues

162/2026 | RESOLVED: To increase the Lengthsman’s rate of pay to £20 per hour.

163/2026 | Climate, Nature, and Community
Medical Practice: Update
There was a brief update on the state of the campaign to preserve medical MD/TC
services in the parish. It was considered desirable that the Parish Council be
prepared to take direct action to intervene in the matter of premises for any future
medical practice. The matter to be discussed informally with the National Park
Authority. Clerk to brief the Chair.
Co-Op
The annual general meeting of the Co-Op was raised, several of those present
expressed an interest in attending.
Small Business Concerns
The meeting recognised the work that Clir Pender was doing to highlight the
concerns expressed by a number of local businesses in the face of a slower than
normal start to the holiday season.
Marketing Apprentice
CliIr Butcher raised the possibility that the Parish Council could employ a marketing JBut
apprentice who could be managed by him and work with another organisation
such as the Sports and Social Club or Brantwood. Clir Butcher will pursue further.
Bluebird Festival
Tracy Hodgson, Director of the Ruskin Museum, confirmed that the live concert
element of the Festival had been cancelled, however, the plans for running K3 and
K7 on the lake are progressing.

164/2026 | Electrical Safety First Grant
There have been attempts to encourage take up of the opportunity to have
electrical devices safety checked for free under the Parish-led scheme. Take-up JBul/MD
has been poor and further means of increasing interest will be pursued.

165/2026 | Emergency Planning

No new matters to discuss.
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Policy Review

166/2026 | RESOLVED: The meeting reviewed, amended, and adopted a new Freedom of
Information, Website Privacy and Data Protection Policies.
Community Governance Review
167/2026 | RESOLVED: To reject the proposed amalgamation of Skelwith, Torver and MD
Coniston Parish Councils.
Consultations
168/2026 | NOTED: The following consultations:
e  Cumbrian White-Tailed Eagle Project
e Westmorland and Furness Home to School Transport and Post 16 MD
Transport Policy. Clerk asked to formulate a response indicating
how access to schools and colleges is vital to raising expectations
and supporting young people to grow and achieve.
e ‘Blue Badge’ arrangements in Westmorland and Furness Council car
parks.
169/2026 | Councillor Matters
None.
Financial Matters
170/2026 | NOTED: The following receipts:
e None
171/2026 | RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts:
M Dearnley (Clerk) £684.80
= M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance) £20.00
= T Coates (Lengthsman) £1,119.01
Direct Debits
= Engie Power £167.92
= Engie Power £80.66
172/2026 | Correspondence

¢ New high street powers

Funding for scheme to improve pedestrian accessibility

and road safety in Penrith

Paving way for Barrow town centre transformation

Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion Action Plan

Update re Barrow market hall and traders

Cumbria Combined Authority is officially created

Greening Businesses Scheme open for applications

Inspectors recognise strengths of council’s housing

landlord service

¢ Significant cuts from Government mean council has no
choice but to increase council tax and implement a
number of other additional charges

e Barrow Market and Forum - Update Statement

e Council launches new apprenticeship opportunities

Westmorland
and Furness
Council Press
Releases

4

............ Date ............. Chair Initials




96% of Westmorland and Furness pupils secure place at
first choice secondary school

Infrastructure Funding Statement 2024-25

New home for HM Coroner's Service for Cumbria officially
opened

Work starts on refining Windermere Gateway vision for
arrival to the Lake District

Ferry to be out of service for one more day than planned
Project inspired by Georgia Stanway’s legacy aims to
knock down barriers to more girls playing football in
Barrow

A595 Community Tree Planting Event at Grizebeck
postponed until April

Commitment to arts and culture in Heart of Barrow plans
Stakeholders ‘break ground’ to commence extension
works at Beaconside CofE Primary School

Community Conversation on the future of care for older
residents

Deadline approaches for applications to correct common
land and village green registration.

Rural Support
Network

Newsletter 11.2.26, 18.2.26, 25.2,26, 4.3.26, 11.3.26

Cumbria
Constabulary

Neighbourhood Policing Update - Ulverston, Low Furness,
High Furness & Grange : March 2026

Neighbourhood Policing Update: The Lakes & Lakes Rural
: March 2026

Lake District
National Park

Lake District Foundation - HEART event promotion
(Farmers Supper)

Partnership Press - Winter 2026

Your monthly lake views and news

Coniston Water Users Meeting

Parish and town council engagement plan 2026

National Highways response - Traffic on the A591

ClIr Suzanne CRM:0390249
Pender e Ferry out-of-service reminder
e Bluebird Festival - Concert Cancellation
Highwavs e Emergency Road Closure - C5001 Coniston 09.3.26
9 y o Temporary Traffic Regulation order - Coniston 14 21.3.26
Rggll(uet? ;/r\]/:b e Merger of Rocket Sites and Lake District Web Services
Elections at
Westmorland . .
and Furness e Community Governance review letter
Council
Hawkshead

Parish Council

Draft minutes 17" February

Torver Parish
Council

Community Governance Review Public Meeting 5.3.26
Agenda 5.3.26
Torver Parish Council CGR letter

National Trust

Welcome to NT 2026

Coniston
Patient Group e Numerous updates from R Gee, M Gee, et al
Network Rail | ¢ West Coast Main Line Easter improvements
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Tilberthwaite
Partnership
Management
Group

Meeting Notes, Thursday 29 January 2026

Cumbria
Community
Foundation

February newsletter

173/2026

Next Meeting

This meeting will be at 7pm on Monday, 20" April 2026 in the Reading Room of

the Coniston Institute.

The meeting closed at 9:20pm

Signed & Approved by (Chair)
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