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Coniston Parish Council 
 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 16th February 2026 
 
Present: Councillors:  T Coward, J Buller, J Butcher, D Adams, L Lea, and R McCracken 

Clerk:   M Dearnley 
 

Minute 
Number 

Part One 
Action 

By 

 
 

124/2026 

Apologies 
 
RESOLVED: To accept apologies from Councillor Dixon. 
 

 

 
125/2026 

Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

126/2026 Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
Councillor McCracken indicated that he attends Coniston Methodist Church a 
proposal from which was included on the agenda. 
 

 

 
 

127/2026 

Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meetings held on the 19th and 26th January were 
accepted as a true and accurate record. 
 

 
 

 

128/2026 Matters Arising 
 
None.  
 

 

129/2026 Public Participation 
 
Cllr Pender reported that her priorities include: 

• The Community Governance Review is ongoing until 8th April.  The 
Parish Council will hold a public meeting on the 4th March to enable 
residents to ask and have answered any questions they might have, 
and to express their opinion regarding the proposed amalgamation. 

• The medical practice.  Cllr Pender will write to ask that the contract 
advertised over Christmas and New Year period, be reviewed, this was 
especially important as this had omitted mention of the dispensary.   

• M6 closures are scheduled for the spring and summer and this will be 
disruptive to many Lake District communities. 

 
Lake District National Park 
No report. 
 
National Trust: 
No report. 
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Coniston and Torver Business Forum 
No report. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

130/2026 
 

131/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
132/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Applications 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5627 

Location:  Dixon Ground, Coniston, LA21 8HQ 

Proposal:  Retrospective change of use and conversion of two commercial  

                        former timber joinery buildings into three local occupancy houses  

                        at Dixon Ground Joinery, Coniston. 

RESPOND:     No comment 

 

NOTED:          The following grant of planning permission 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5646 

Location:  Esk Villa, Tilberthwaite Avenue, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8ED 

Proposal:  Approval of details reserved by condition 4 (flood plan) on  

                       application 7/2024/5703 - Change of Use of part ground floor from  

                       cafe to ancillary residential accommodation plus ancillary works 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5629 

Location:  1 Collingwood Close, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8DZ 

Proposal:  Demolition of existing garage & bay window. Erection of single   

                        storey extension & bay window 

 

NOTED:          The following withdrawal of application for planning permission 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5709  

Location:  Parrock Quarry, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8DL  

Proposal:  A 10-year temporary permission for the removal of 2,700 cubic  

                        metres of building stone from part of the existing spoil heap at  

                        Parrock Quarry.  

  

 
 

133/2026 
 
 

134/2026 

Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
NOTED: The Clerk updated the meeting on progress being made toward the 
redevelopment of Lake Road playground.  
 
RESOLVED: To approve £4,923 plus VAT, spending on additional works at the 
playground to upgrade and renovate existing equipment.    
 

 

 
 
135/2026 

Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
RESOLVED: To approve the Lengthsman’s quote for the decoration, repair and 
maintenance work at the public toilets.  Work to be completed before Coniston 14, 
21st March. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

136/2026 Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
Comments focussed the need for Fibrus to undertake their roadworks with a 
greater degree of care to ensure that the repairs to roads and pavements meet an 
adequate standard.  Issues identified by Cllr Adams will be pursued supported by 
Cllr Buller.  

 
 
DA/JBul 
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137/2026 Climate, Nature, and Community 
 
Medical Practice: Update 
 
The Integrated Care Board advertised the medical practice over Christmas and 
New Year and there were no applicants.  The Patient group has asked the ICB to 
reconsider the contract as advertised and to include the dispensary which had 
formed an important element of the previous GP Practice.  There is considerable 
public and media interest and support.  A meeting will be held to discuss the 
matter in a public setting. 
 
Community Plan survey results and future actions 
 
Results from the recent survey had been compiled by Cllr Butcher.  These were 
circulated and discussed.  The next step in developing these into the basis of a 
future Parish Plan is that the various issues as identified need to be prioritised. 
 
Clerk to re-circulate the copy of the most recent Parish Plan 2011-12 for reference. 
 
Coniston Methodist Church 
 
RESOLVED: To allow the Methodist Church to plant a tree on the playground to 
commemorate the chapel’s foundation 150 years ago.  The Clerk to arrange with 
Mr and Mrs Holland how best to proceed. 
 
Age Friendly South Lakeland 
 
Katie Gatt, Age Friendly Co-ordinator for South Lakeland addressed the meeting 
on the work of the organisation and how residents will benefit from the work of the 
organisation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JBut 
 
 
 

MD 
 
 
 

MD 

138/2026 Electrical Safety First Grant 
 
The market for PAT (Portable Appliance Testing) had been tested.  The Parish 
Council agreed on a supplier who would be able to test 40 households within the 
Electrical Safety First Grant.  An agreement is to be drawn up and names of those 
interested in having their appliances tested compiled.   
 

 
 
 

JBul/MD 

139/2026 Emergency Planning 
 
Not matters to discuss.  
 

 

 
 

140/2026 

Policy Review 
 
RESOLVED: The meeting reviewed, amended and adopted a new Safeguarding 
Policy and Standing Orders. 
 

 

141/2026 Councillor Matters 
 
Councillor Butcher drew the meeting’s attention to the desirability of working to 
increase attendance and engagement at the annual parish meeting. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

142/2026 

Financial Matters 
 
NOTED:  The following receipts: 
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143/2026 

 
 
 
 
 

• Christmas Lights Committee                           £474.00 

• Bank Interest                  £293.20 

• Nayax (Public Toilets)                   £67.86 

• Christmas Lights Committee              £1505.00 
 
RESOLVED:  To authorise payments: 

• M Dearnley (Clerk)                  £622.40 

• M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)      £20.00 

• eUKhost (conistonparishcouncil.gov.uk website)      £59.99 

• Rocket Sites Ltd (website/email hosting/support)   £120.00 

• Westmorland and Furness (small lotteries)     £20.00 

• Playdale Playgrounds Ltd            £37,171.00 

• Engie Power        £157.10 

• Engie Power       £169.51 

• Engie Power           £3.62 

• Water Plus        £168.94 

• Information Commissioner        £52.00 
 

144/2026 Correspondence 
 

Westmorland 

and Furness 

Council Press 

Releases 

• Stronger measures to tackle anti-social behaviour in public 

spaces confirmed with plans proposed for key tourist sites 

• Long-distance walking trail will celebrate Westmorland and 

Furness 

• Miranda Cannon starts as Chief Executive of Westmorland 

and Furness Council 

• Council disputes highways rating 

• Tour de France announcement 

• Ferry to be out of service for two weeks for essential work 

• Council commits to TUC’s Dying to Work Charter 

• Connecting Cumbria unveils Digital Infrastructure Strategy 

2026–2030 

• Update on Windermere Gateway project 

• Significant council funding agreed for Westmorland and 

Furness bus services 

• A592 landslip ground investigation work underway 

• Marina Village partnership agreed to support new homes 

in Barrow 

• Council to #LightTheDarkness on Holocaust Memorial 

Day 2026 

• Community helps finalise Coro lottery funding bid 

• Appleby Leisure Centre to benefit from further 

Decarbonisation investment as work begins 

• Council welcomes Access for All announcement for 

Ulverston station 

• Council expresses deep concern at proposed changes to 

services funding 

• Work begins on extension at Beaconside CofE Primary 

School 

• Council appoints Leader and Deputy to new combined 

authority 
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• M6 Lune Gorge structures scheme – upcoming February 

works 

• Significant cuts in government funding means council has 

to make difficult decisions 

• Landlord fined after failing to address damp conditions in a 

Barrow Island rental property 

• Have Your Say: Help Make Westmorland and Furness 

More Child Friendly! 

• Council to host online event during 

#NationalApprenticeshipWeek 

• Penrith Town Hall Community Consultation findings 

published as next stage begins 

• HM Coroner's Service for Cumbria relocates to new 

premises 

• What you love can change the place we love: Give a Day 

to Kendal 

• Coast is clear for economy to benefit from new long-

distance route 

• Catchment Changes Unlock Housing Opportunities Across 

Carlisle and Eden Area 

• Great North mayors and leaders make call for Northern 

Olympic Games 

• Council’s Adult Social Care work praised in first Care 

Quality Commission assessment 

• Significant Government cuts mean council has no choice 

but to increase Council Tax alongside raising other 

charges 

Rural Support 

Network 
• Newsletter – 7th January, 14th January, 21st January, 27th 

January, 4th February 2026 

Cumbria 

Constabulary 

• Neighbourhood Policing Update - Ulverston, Low Furness, 

High Furness & Grange 

• Neighbourhood Policing Update - Lakes & Lakes Rural 

• Fraud Prevention Newsletter - January 2026 

• Neighbourhood Policing Update: Lakes & Lakes Rural 

February 2026 

• Neighbourhood Policing Update: Ulverston, Low Furness, 

High Furness & Grange February 2026 

Lake District 

National Park 

• Lake District farmers to benefit from funding extension 

• Have Your Say on the Future of the Lake District 

• Lake District National Park Management Plan 

Consultation -A fork in the road for the Lake District 

• Your monthly lake views and news 

• Temporary Closure Order over Footpaths and Bridleways 

in Grizedale Forest, Whinlatter Forest and Wythop Woods 

- Cancellation of 2026 Malcolm Wilson Rally 

Cllr Suzanne 

Pender 

• Community Governance Review Draft Recommendations 

- request for amendments to the report due to factual 

errors/misinformation 

• South Lakes Locality Board Performance data 
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• Stakeholder Engagement Group Meeting Agenda 28th 

January 2026 

South 

Lakeland Area 

Support 

• Every Life Matters - Free Suicide Prevention Training - 

Ulverston and Kirkby Lonsdale 

• Dementia Awareness & Mental Health Awareness course 

• WAF Adult Learning Courses Spring 26 

• World Interfaith Harmony Week 1st to 7th Feb 2026 

Highways 

• Temporary Road Closure - A593, Coniston - 14th January 

2026 NIGHT TIME WORKS 

• Temporary Road Closure - U5033, U5012 and the U5013 

Coniston - 3rd February 2026 

• Temporary Road Closure - B5285 Coniston - 05/02/2026 

• Temporary Road Closure - U5005, Coniston - 05/02/2026 

• Temporary Road Closure -  B5285, Coniston - 19th 

February 2026 NIGHT TIME WORKS 

• Temporary Road Closure - U5006, Coniston - 23/02/2026 

Cumbria 

Wildlife Trust 
• Iconic Meadow Events 

• Wildflower Talks in your area 

Tilberthwaite 

Partnership 

Management 

Group 

• Notice of route walk and meeting, Thursday 29th January 

2026 

Hawkshead 

Parish Council • Agenda 20th January 

Torver Parish 

Council • Agenda 22nd January , Minutes 22nd January 

South Cumbria 

Rivers Trust • Newsletter 

Coniston 

Patient Group • Meeting Notes 13th January 

The Flood Hub • Various 

Forestry 

Commission • Possible Grizedale parkrun event 

Wheelbase 

Fred Whitton 

Challenge 
• Notification of Road Closure - Sunday 10 May 2026 

FRIENDS OF 

THE X112 • AGM agenda 

Business 

Forum • Meeting Agenda 
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Part Two 
 

 
 

145/2026 

HR Sub Committee 
 
RESOLVED: To increase the Parish Clerk’s payscale to SCP 17 with effect from 
1st January 2026. 

 

 
 

146/2026 

Ground Maintenance Contract 
 
RESOLVED: To appoint the ground maintenance contract to Coniston Ground 
Care 2026 to 2028. 

 

 
 

147/2026 

Toilet Cleaning and General Maintenance 
 
RESOLVED: To appoint the toilet cleaning and general maintenance contract to 
Jigsaw Cleaning 2026 to 2028 

 

148/2026 Next Meeting 
 
This meeting will be at 7pm on Monday, 16th March 2026 in the Reading Room of 
the Coniston Institute. 
 

. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:52pm 
 
………………………………….                              ………………………………………………… 
Date             Signed & Approved by (Chair) 


