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Coniston Parish Council 
 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 19th January 2026 
 
Present: Councillors:  T Coward, J Buller, J Butcher, L Dixon, and R McCracken 

Clerk:   M Dearnley 
 
Members of the Public: one 

 

Minute 
Number 

 
Action 

By 

 
 

101/2026 

Apologies 
 
RESOLVED: To accept apologies from Councillors Lea, and Adams.  
 

 

102/2026 Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

103/2026 Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
None. 
 

 

 
 

104/2026 

Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meetings held on the 15th December were 
accepted as a true and accurate record. 
 

 
 

 

105/2026 Matters Arising 
 
None.  
 

 

106/2026 Public Participation 
 
Cllr Pender reported that her priorities include: 

• The financial settlement for Westmorland and Furness Council is very 
disappointing.  The severe cuts in government grant have already led 
to a recruitment freeze, voluntary redundancies, and other measures 
to secure funding to protect services. 

• The Morecambe Bay Hospital Trust is facing similar cuts to funding 
and is in the process of cutting the number of ICU beds, and 
withdrawing other services. 

• Community Governance Review is progressing. 

• Local Performance Indicators are available and will be circulated to 
councillors.  

• There will be elections in May 2027 alongside the Mayoral elections.  
  

Lake District National Park 
No report. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
………… Date     …………. Chair Initials   
 

2 

National Trust: 
No report. 
 
Coniston Business Forum 
No report. 
   
Christmas Lights Committee 
Katie Troughton will be invited to discuss the 2025 Christmas Lights at the next 
meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

107/2026 

 
108/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Applications 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5693 

Location:  Brandy Crag Quarry, Copper Mines, Old Man of Coniston,    

                        Coniston, LA21 8HX 

Proposal:  Extension to slate quarry - variation of condition on planning  

                        permission 7/2011/5486 to extend the timescale until 30  

                        November 2042 

RESPOND:     Support 

 

NOTED:          The following grant of planning permission 

 

Reference:   7/2025/5572 

Location:   Long Crag House, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8HQ 

Proposal:   Non-material amendment to application 7/2024/5112 (Proposed  

                        alterations and refurbishment of existing property including  

                        addition of air source heat pump) for removal of trees nos. 3, 4, 5  

                        & 7. Changes to internal layouts. Omission of roof light by  

                        chimney. Change to chimney size. Subdivision of glazed doors  

                        on north elevation amended. Ridge datum corrected. 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5565 

Location:  33, Bank Terrace, Coniston, LA21 8HF 

Proposal:  Construction of raised patio in front garden 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5424  

Location:  Land adjacent to Dixon Ground Farm, Coniston  

Proposal:  Siting of four shepherd's huts for use as holiday letting  

                       accommodation variation of conditions 2 (plans), 4 (location), 7  

                       (parking), 8 (site management plan) and 9 (landscaping) on   

                       planning permission 7/2021/5151 - amendment to position of  

                       shepherds huts, hot tub for each hut, additional landscaping and  

                       external lighting 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5614 

Location: Pier Cottage Caravan Site, Coniston, LA21 8AJ 

Proposal: Demolition of existing attached toilet/shower building & part of bin  

                        store. Erection of replacement single storey detached  

                        toilet/shower facilities 
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109/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

110/2026 

NOTED:          The application for planning permission, not for consultation 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5646 

Location:  Esk Villa, Tilberthwaite Avenue, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8ED 

Proposal:  Approval of details reserved by condition 4 (flood plan) on  

                       application 7/2024/5703 - Change of Use of part ground floor from  

                       cafe to ancillary residential accommodation plus ancillary works 

 

NOTED:          The following withdrawal of application for planning permission 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5622 

Location:  The Brow, Annexe, Station Road, Coniston, LA21 8HH 

Proposal:  Restoration of former cottage to provide annexed accommodation  

                        - variation of condition 5 (occupation) of planning permission  

                        7/1989/5541 to include commercial guests 

 

 
 

111/2026 

Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
RESOLVED: To hold an extraordinary meeting to focus on the tender 
submissions and to identify a preferred contractor.   
 

 

112/2026 Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
After discussion it was decided to postpone drainage works at the Public Toilets 
until the autumn. 
 
The Lengthsman will provide a quote for proposed repair and maintenance work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TC 

113/2026 Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
It was noted that there had been a number of repairs made to potholes across 
the parish.  Although welcome this is not the response that was requested or 
needed.  The pothole repairs were made quickly, and will not have the longevity 
that a more substantial repair would afford.  This will result in the issue having to 
be resubmitted in a comparatively brief period of time.  Other roads, such as 
Hawkshead Old Road, which require resurfacing were given temporary repairs 
to more significant problems. 
 

 

114/2026 Climate, Nature, and Community 
 
Keswick to Barrow Walk 
 
Mr J McIntosh and Mr N Fleming organisers of the Keswick to Barrow Walk 
addressed the meeting with changes to traffic management they have made to 
improve traffic management.  There was a productive discussion that assured 
the meeting that K2B are committed to ongoing review and improvement.   
 
Organisers made a request for local help for marshals supporting pedestrians 
and vehicles.  A Facebook post will be made directing volunteers to the 
organisers. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 
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Planting for Pollinators 
 
An application has been submitted from Coniston to be included in the Planting 
for Pollinators Scheme being operated by Westmorland and Furness Council. 
 
Coniston Methodist Church 
 
The church celebrated its 150th anniversary last year.  Mr D and Mrs J Holland 
addressed the meeting to enquire as to whether it would be possible to plant a 
tree to commemorate this anniversary.  Options were discussed and the need 
for a formal approach and discussion at an open meeting was agreed.  A 
preferred course of action will be identified by the Methodist Church and an 
application made to the Parish Council.  
 
Nature Recovery Grant 
 
Ideas that might form part of a bid toward the Nature Recovery Scheme 
operated by Westmorland and Furness Council were shared.   
 

115/2026 Electrical Safety First Grant 
 
An advertisement has been placed in the Coniston and Crake Magazine.  
Training and commissioning PAT testing from a local person was problematic.  
Councillor Buller and the Clerk will work to identify a detailed programme roll-out.   
 

 
 
 

JBul/MD 

116/2026 Emergency Planning 
 
It was agreed that the application for anti-flood equipment to replace sandbags 
would be postponed to enable consultation with other groups on the Emergency 
Planning Group. 
 
A large supply of white de-icing salt has been located in the Public Toilets, 
Church Beck Bridge for distribution and use in the event of snow or ice.  
 

 

 
 

117/2026 

Future Meeting Dates 
 
RESOLVED: To adopt the following future meeting dates: 16th February 2026, 
16th March 2026, 20th April 2026, 18th May 2026, 15th June 2026, 20th July 2026, 
17th August 2026, 21st September 2026, 19th October 2026, 16th November 
2026, 14th December 2026, 18th January 2027, 15th February 2027, and 15th 
March 2027. 
 

 

118/2026 Councillor Matters 
 
Councillor Coward suggested that a card should be sent to Liz Hill to 
congratulate her on being named in the New Year’s Honours List.  She updated 
the meeting on the work of the Patient Group and the progress toward securing 
long-term provision of a new medical practice in the Parish. 
 
Councillor Butcher informed the meeting that he was aware that the Co-Op is 
actively seeking Committee members.  Having an involved and active 
Committee is important to successful governance. 
 
The clerk presented a schedule of policies for review and adoption. 
 

 
 

MD 
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119/2026 
 

120/2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

121/2026 
 
 

Financial Matters 
 
NOTED:  The following receipts: None 
 
RESOLVED:  To authorise payments: 

▪ M Dearnley (Clerk)                   £622.40 
▪ M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)        £20.00 
▪ Jigsaw (Cleaning)         £520.16 
▪ Brady Corporation (Seton – de-icing salt)     £157.91 
▪ M Dearnley (Reimbursement – stationery)         £7.99 
▪ Coniston Institute (Room Hire)         £63.00 

 
RESOLVED:  To set the 2026/27 budget and precept.  The budget for 2026/27 is  
                       £32,000, this will result in an average Band D payment from each                 
                       Council Taxpayer in Coniston of £54.91.   
 

 
 

122/2026 Correspondence 
 

Westmorland 
and Furness 

Council 

• AMBER WEATHER WARNING: Advice for Town and 
Parish Councils and communities 

• Budget consultation 

Westmorland 
and Furness 

Council Press 
Releases 

• Agencies declare themselves on major incident standby 
ahead of prolonged heavy rainfall 

• Multi-agency response ongoing as heavy and prolonged 
rainfall hits Cumbria 

• Multi-agency response to heavy and prolonged rainfall in 
Cumbria concludes 

• Council secures £3.5m funding for active travel schemes 

• Cabinet warns most vulnerable could be hit if 
Government funding is reduced as it launches annual 
budget consultation 

• Partnership delivers dedicated Welfare Service for 
Armed Forces community 

• Council addresses resident recycling concerns in South 
Lakeland 

• Devolution passes Parliamentary milestone unlocking 
more investment and powers for Cumbria 

• Statement from Westmorland and Furness Council on 
Government funding allocation for 2026/27 

• South Lakeland Town and Parish Council Newsletter 

• Councillors seek assurances over Walney works impact 

• Changes to bin collections over festive period 

Rural Support 
Network 

• 17th December 2025 

Cumbria 
Constabulary 

• Fraud Prevention Newsletter - December 2025 

• Cumbria Police Rural Crime Team - 2025 Roundup 

Lake District 
National Park 

• Invitation to provide feedback – Lake District Parish Meet 
and Greet Events 

• LDNPA Partnership Plan Consultation 

Cllr Suzanne 
Pender 

• Works Programme 2026 - Highway Maintenance 

• Community Governance Review 

South 
Lakeland Area 

Support 
• Winter Readiness Leaflet for Families with Babies 
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South Lakes 
Poverty Truth 
Commission 

• Speaking Truth | Staying in touch 

Cumbria 
Foundation 

• December newsletter 
 

123/2026 Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be an extraordinary meeting to 
consider planning applications and identify a contractor for the playground 
renovation.   This meeting will be at 7pm on Monday, 26th January 2026 in the 
Reading Room of the Coniston Institute. 
 

 

 
Part Two items were deferred to the full Parish Council meeting on Monday, 16th February 2026. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:58pm 
 
………………………………….                              ………………………………………………… 
Date             Signed & Approved by (Chair) 


