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Coniston Parish Council 
 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 15th December 2025 
 
Present: Councillors:  T Coward, J Buller, J Butcher, and D Adams 

Clerk:   M Dearnley 
 
Members of the Public: four 

 

Minute 
Number 

 
Action 

By 

 
 

387/2025 

Apologies 
 
RESOLVED: To accept apologies from Councillors Lea, Dixon, and McCracken. 
 

 

388/2025 Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

389/2025 Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
None. 
 

 

 
 

390/2025 

Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meetings held on the 17th November  were 
accepted as a true and accurate record. 
 

 
 

 

391/2025 Matters Arising 
 
None.  
 

 

392/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Participation 
 
Cllr Pender reported that her priorities include: 

• There has been some progress through negotiation with Fibrus to 
lessen the impact on their infrastructure work on local communities.  

• Tim Farron has had some impact on securing action to remedy the 
six-day phone outage in Little Langdale.  

• X112 service. This ‘Friends of …’ Group has the option of passing 
responsibility for the service to Westmorland and Furness Council; 
however, they have rejected this option.  Nevertheless, the Group are 
keen to recruit new younger members who will be able to lead the 
work of preserving the bus service into the future.  

• Flood resilience.  Westmorland and Furness Council will no longer be 
providing free sandbags, however, Councillor Pender indicated that 
the Cumbria Foundation was a possible source of grant funding for 
gel bags, flood barriers etc.  
  

Lake District National Park 
No report. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 
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393/2025 

National Trust: 
The December newsletter reported on recent activities: 

• Staffing update 

• Drop-in sessions to consider progress on Tilberthwaite, Hodge Close & 
Little Langdale Area Action Plan Review 

 
Coniston Business Forum 
 
The meeting scheduled for mid-December has been postponed until the new 
year. 
 
Comments and representations from members of the public relating to any item 
on the agenda. 
 
Four members of the public were in attendance to discuss the issue of flooding 
of properties along Yewdale Road.  Concerns focussed on: 

• Run-off issues from the Recreation Ground onto Yewdale Road.   

• The additional manhole cover found by the pedestrian gate into Little 
Moss. 

• The need for preventative work on Coppermines Lane to enable run-off.  
This can be incorporated into the autumn schedule for the Lengthsman. 

• The presence of self-seeded trees along Church Beck which will, in time, 
undermine the wall and lead to increased flooding.   To be reported to the 
Environment Agency. 

These issues had been raised by the Parish Council with United Utilities and 
Westmorland and Furness Council.  Councillor Pender offered to add her voice 
to that of the Parish Council to ensure that the issues are given the priority that 
they deserve. 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
394/2025 

 
395/2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Planning Applications 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5629 

Location:  1 Collingwood Close, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8DZ 

Proposal:  Demolition of existing garage & bay window. Erection of single  

                        storey extension & bay window 

RESOLVED:   No objection 

 

NOTED: The following grants of planning permission 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5572 

Location:  Long Crag House, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8HQ 

Proposal:  Non-material amendment to application 7/2024/5112 (Proposed  

                       alterations and refurbishment of existing property including  

                       addition of air source heat pump) for removal of trees nos. 3, 4, 5  

                       & 7. Changes to internal layouts. Omission of roof light by  

                       chimney. Change to chimney size. Subdivision of glazed doors on  

                       north elevation amended. Ridge datum corrected. 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5565 

Location:  33, Bank Terrace, Coniston, LA21 8HF 

Proposal:  Construction of raised patio in front garden. 
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396/2025 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
397/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
398/2025 
 
 

Reference:  7/2025/5424  

Location:  Land adjacent to Dixon Ground Farm, Coniston  

Proposal:  Siting of four shepherd's huts for use as holiday letting   

                        accommodation variation of conditions 2 (plans), 4 (location), 7  

                       (parking), 8 (site management plan) and 9 (landscaping) on  

                        planning permission 7/2021/5151 - amendment to position of  

                        shepherds huts, hot tub for each hut, additional landscaping and  

                        external lighting 

 

NOTED: The application for planning permission, not for consultation 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5646 

Location:  Esk Villa, Tilberthwaite Avenue, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8ED 

Proposal:  Approval of details reserved by condition 4 (flood plan) on  

                        application 7/2024/5703 - Change of Use of part ground floor   

                        from cafe to ancillary residential accommodation plus ancillary  

                        works 

 

NOTED: Issue of Withdrawal 

 

Reference:  7/2025/5622 

Location:  The Brow, Annexe, Station Road, Coniston, LA21 8HH 

Proposal:  Restoration of former cottage to provide annexed accommodation         

                        - variation of condition 5 (occupation) of planning permission  

                        7/1989/5541 to include commercial guests 

 

NOTED: The order made by the Lake District National Park to divert Footpath 

5120221 at Heathwaite Farm, Coniston  

 

 
 

399/2025 
 
 

400/2025 
 

Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
NOTED:  Councillors considered the reports analysing the consultation feedback 
from parents/carers and children. 
 
RESOLVED: To approve the timescale for tendering and to instruct the working 
group comprising the Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk to finalise the tender 
specification and begin the tendering process. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TC, 
JBuller, 

MD 

 
 

401/2025 
 
 
 

402/2025 

Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
NOTED:   The clerk’s update on drainage matters impacting on the toilets.  The 
clerk was instructed to identify and implement a cost-effective solution to 
address the issue. 
 
NOTED:   The clerk was instructed to act on the Parish Council’s behalf and to 
commence the toilet cleaning and maintenance contract tendering exercise. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 
 

 

 
 
403/2025 
 
 
 

Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
NOTED:  

• The recent poor weather has created a number of issues with local roads, 
especially potholes. 
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• The condition of the road at the junction of Station Road/Walna Scar Road 
was discussed.  The road surface is in very poor condition.  This is the 
subject of ongoing discussion between Jeff Carrol and Highways.   

 

 
 
404/2025 
 
 

Climate, Nature, and Community 
 
NOTED:   The clerk was instructed to act on the Parish Council’s behalf and to 
commence the Ground Maintenance contract tendering exercise. 
  

 
 

MD 
 

405/2025 Electrical Safety First Grant 
 
Two models for delivery of PAT testing were discussed.  One would be contract 
with local PAT testers and focus our efforts on identifying those who would 
benefit from the grant.  Another model was to train and equip a local person to 
act on the Parish Council’s behalf to deliver this service locally.  The clerk will 
undertake to identify whether the latter option would be acceptable to the Parish 
Council’s insurers and the grant awarding body.  
 

 
 

MD 

 
 

406/2025 
 

407/2025 
 

Emergency Planning 
 
NOTED: The installation of a defibrillator at the Fire Station. 
 
NOTED: To instruct the Clerk to apply for a grant to cover the cost of a major 
investment in gel ‘sand’ bags, flood barriers, etc. to compensate for the loss of 
access to free sandbags.  
 

 
 
 
 

MD 

408/2025 Councillor Matters 
 
There were none. 
  

 
 
 

 
 

409/2025 
 
 
 

410/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

411/2025 
 

Financial Matters 
 
NOTED: The following receipts: 

▪ Nayax (Public Toilet)                 £347.50 
▪ Electrical Safety First                                                        £3,000.00 

 
RESOLVED:  To authorise the following payments:  

▪ M Dearnley (Clerk)                            £622.40 

▪ M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)                £20.00 

▪ T Coates (Lengthsman)                £318.98 

▪ Jigsaw (Cleaning)                            £520.16 

▪ Coniston Ground Care (GM Contract)                             £1,740.00 

▪ M Dearnley (Reimbursement – Christmas Gifts)               £45.00 

▪ DGR Electrical (Christmas Lights installation)                 £1,806.00 

▪ South Lakes Drain Jetting                                                  £306.00 

▪ CALC (training)                                                                    £30.00 

 
▪ J Butcher (Christmas Lights expenditure)     £98.17 
▪ J Butcher (Survey Monkey Subscription)   £396.00 
▪ Christmas Lights Committee (Christmas Trees)  £300.00 
▪ Engie (DD)       £149.27 

 
RESOLVED: To authorise the following grants made under S.137 Local 
Government Act 1972:  
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412/2025 
 

• Coniston Mountain Rescue Team    £200.00 
 
NOTED: The Parish Council considered the draft budget and Parish Council 
Precept 2026/27.  Amendments were identified and amended budget and 
precept will be brought to the January meeting for approval by the Parish 
Council.   
 

413/2025 Correspondence 
 

Westmorland 
and Furness 

Council 
• Community Governance Review consultation 

Westmorland 
and Furness 

Council Press 
Releases 

• Council warns against battery disposal in bins 

• Landslip road repair presents ‘difficult challenge’ 

• Council backs Road Safety Week 

• Council offers festive free parking in the run-up to 
Christmas 

• Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Christmas 
programme now open 

• Further warning made to drivers ignoring bridge weight 
restrictions 

• Community Development Team Restructure 

• £50,000 Nature Recovery Fund launched to protect 
wildlife and habitats 

• Council to ask government for greater street works 
powers 

• Connecting communities for a Brighter Christmas 

• Council update on work to repair Lakes landslip road 

• Team Barrow launches £400,000 grant scheme to help 
local people back into work 

• Cumbria takes place at first Great North Investment 
Summit 

• Welcome for confirmation of funding for Cumbria 
Combined Authority 

• Council invites residents to join climate adaptation 
conversations 

Torver Parish 
Council 

• Carols 14th December at St Luke’s, Torver 

Rural Support 
Network 

• Newsletter 19th November, 26th November, 3rd 
December, 10th December 

Cumbria 
Constabulary 

• Fraud Prevention Newsletter - November 2025 

• Ulverston, Low Furness, High Furness & Grange 
Policing Updates - November 2025 

• Lakes & Lakes Rural Policing Updates - November 
2025 

Lake District 
National Park 

• Lake District National Park Partnership Plan 
Consultation 

• Partnership Press - Autumn 2025 

• Hiking experts' winter weather updates 'vital' 

• Your monthly lake views and news 

Cllr Suzanne 
Pender 

• Community Governance Review: Request for Coniston 
Parish Council to consider grouping with Skelwith 
Parish Council 
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• Surgeries 26th November 

• Travel advice for passengers during Manchester 
Piccadilly’s once-in-a-generation upgrade 

National Trust • Monthly newsletter 

Annabel Hall, 
SP ENW 

• Coniston Works – Presentation Slides 

Electrical Safety 
First 

• Electrical Safety Fund Partner Kick Off Workshops 

South Lakeland 
Area Support 

• Age UK Winter Warmth Leaflet 

• W&F Nature Recovery Fund 

Epic Events • Epic Lake Swim Coniston - Sunday June 7th 2026 

John Ruskin 
School 

• Events planned for 2026 

Friends of the 
Lake District 

• Installation of Fibrus Broadband Infrastructure in 
Coniston Parish 

Coniston and 
Torver 

Business 
Forum 

• Business Forum Meeting 11th December 

• Meeting on 11th December cancelled 

• Information regarding Bluebird K7’s return to Coniston 
Water 

Hawkshead 
Parish Council 

• Agenda 16th December 
 

414/2025 Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 19th January 
2026 in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute. 

 

 
The meeting closed at 9:37pm 
 
………………………………….                              ………………………………………………… 
Date             Signed & Approved by (Chair) 


