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Coniston Parish Council 
 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 21st July 2025 
 
Present: Councillors:  J Buller, D Adams, L Dixon, and R McCracken 

Clerk:   M Dearnley 
Other:  R Gee 

 

Minute 
Number 

 
Action 

By 

264/2025 Apologies 
 
RESOLVED: To accept apologies from Councillors Coward, Butcher, and Lea. 
 

 

265/2025 Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

266/2025 Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
None. 
 

 

 
 

267/2025 

Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meetings held on the 16th June were accepted as 
a true and accurate record. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

268/2025 

Matters Arising 
 
Councillor Adams requested an update on various matters included in the 
minutes.  The Clerk confirmed that matters had been actioned including: 

• lodging a complaint that no action had been undertaken in relation to 
clearing the Brow Steps,  

• that steps were being taken to identify the person or organisation 
responsible for the maintenance of the wall running adjacent to Old 
Furness Road near Crake Valley Motors, and  

• that the condition of Hawkshead Old Road had been escalated to a 
complaint. 

• That Action for Cumbria (ACT) had been contacted in relation to the 
Parish Council’s interest in supporting the development of the Lake 
District National Park’s Local Plan. 

The Clerk confirmed that the minutes are a formal record of a meeting rather 
than a working document, and that both minutes and agendas are distributed in 
accordance with statutory regulation and good practice. 
 

 

269/2025 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Participation 
 
Cllr Pender reported that her priorities include: 

• Coniston Medical Centre 
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270/2025 

• Public Space Protection Orders.  These are being piloted on National 
Trust land at Blea Tarn and Harrowslack in an attempt to address anti-
social behaviour by visitors. 

• How to support small businesses in challenging times 
  

was present via Microsoft Teams.  She reported that: 

• The consultation period on devolution was drawing to an end, 

• Loughrigg Team Ministry are seeking to sell assets within the benefice.   

• The future opportunity to bid for funding for capital investment projects.  

• Confirmation that double yellow lines painted without authorisation are to 
be removed.  

 
Lake District National Park: 
No report. 
 
National Trust: 
Seonag Porter had submitted a monthly report to provide a ‘round-up’ of 
National Trust work during the month.  This included a report from Laura Lee: 
o Anti-social behaviour 
The National Trust recognise that while the vast majority of visitors are respectful 
of the land, landscape, our farms, and farmers there are some who cause issues 
with parking, litter, and fly-camping.  Measures employed to manage this 
include:  

• Security Patrols on weekends and peak times.   

• Rangers and other staff working weekends to patrol National Trust land 
holding - starting at Blea Tarn, working through Harrowslack, Ash 
Landing, Cathedral Caves and Coniston East Shore.  The team will 
encourage people to move on rather than camp/park overnight.   

o Land management 
They are working with Westmorland and Furness Council to deploy Traffic 
Regulation Orders and explore the potential of Public Space Protection Orders 
to build in additional powers for police to manage visitors to Cathedral Cavern 
more effectively.   
 
Coniston Business Forum: 
No report. 
 
Comments and Representations from members of the public in relation to any 
item on the agenda. 
 
Mr R Gee reported that a letter had been issued on 18th July 2025  with updated 
information from the NHS Lancashire and South Cumbria Integrated Care 
Board.  The ‘caretaker’ medical practice is prepared to take over services from 
1st August 2025, however, the dispensary will no longer operate, and patients 
will be advisee to use services of local pharmacies.   
 

 

 
 
271/2025 

 
 
 
 
 

Planning Applications 

 

RESOLVED:  The following application for grants of planning permission: 

 
Reference:  7/2025/5361 
Location:  High Hall Garth, Little Langdale, Ambleside, LA22 

9NT 
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272/2025 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
273/2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 

274/2025 
 
 
 
 
 

275/2025 
 
 

Proposal:  Creating internal partition wall on ground floor for 
fire separation to provide safe means of escape 
from first floor accommodation. Replace modern 
first floor windows with more. 

 
NOTE:      The following grant of planning permission   

 
Reference:  7/2025/5302 
Location:  Boon Crag Farm, Coniston, LA21 8AQ 
Proposal:  Roof over feed yard and extension of yard area 
 
Reference:  7/2025/5238 
Location: 3 Kirkbeck, Coniston, LA21 8EL 
Proposal: Proposed demolition of lean-to extension and 

outbuilding and construction of new single storey 
lean to extension 

 
Reference:  7/2025/5259 
Location: Lands Field, Yewdale Road, Coniston 
Proposal: Coach and car park, public bus stop, erection of 

building to accommodate e-bike hire, toilet and 
information facilities, and associated infrastructure 
and landscaping - variation of condition five of 
planning permission 7/2025/5032 (variation of 
permission 7/2024/5172) to change the Car & 
Coach Park Management Plan 

 
Reference: 7/2025/5126 
Location: Cumbria Fire Service, Fire Station, Yewdale Road, 

Coniston, LA21 8DU 
Proposal: New gable front, internal alterations, and the 

blocking up of the existing front door with timber 
boarding 

 
NOTE:      The following refusal of planning permission 

 
Reference:  7/2025/5236 
Location: 4 Lake View, Bowmanstead, Coniston, LA21 8HB 
Proposal: Replace existing single garage and conservatory 

with a new camping pod 
 

NOTE:      The following withdrawal of application for planning permission 
 
Reference:  7/2025/5250 
Location: The Keld, Coniston, LA21 8AG 
Proposal: Proposed garden study and shed 
 

NOTE:      The following application for planning permission not proceeded   
                  with/not determined/superseded. 

 
Reference:  7/2025/5069 
Location: The Meeting Room, Dixon Ground, Coniston, LA21 

8HQ 
Proposal: Dwellings - Variation of condition 3 (local 

occupancy) on planning application 7/2018/5395 
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(Change of use and conversion of two commercial 
former timber joinery buildings into three local 
occupancy houses) to a wider area of Cumbria 

 

 
 
276/2025 
 
 
 

Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
NOTED:  The initial draft artwork for the interpretation board at Lake Road 
Playground.  All Councillors are asked to feedback so that the draft can be 
improved ready for printing and installation.  

 
 

ALL 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
277/2025 

Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
NOTED:   The control for the electronic locking and payment devices is now 
boxed in securely.   
 
RESOLVED:  The cost of admission to the public toilets was raised from 30p to 
50p. Clerk to action. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MD 

 
 
278/2025 
 
 
 
 
 

Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk: 

• Tod Coates, Lengthsman, had been busy since April undertaking a wide 
range of commissions including roping off the wildflower areas, 
renovating benches, etc.  The Clerk is to write a short article for inclusion 
in a future edition of the Coniston and Crake Magazine to explain the role 
and impact that the Lengthsman has in our community.   

• The ivy covering a large area of the bus shelter roof will be considered 
for removal/reduction, however, this might result in significant remedial 
work to undertake to repair the roof.  This is to be considered for action in 
the autumn.   

• The ivy covering the bridge will be reduced/removed.   

• Clerk to contact the Lake District National Park to report the overgrowth 
of vegetation from their properties by Old Furness Road.    
 

 
 
 

MD 
 
 
 
 

MD 
 
 
 
 

MD 

 
 
279/2025 
 
 

Climate, Nature, and Community 
 
NOTED:  The following matters: 

• The telephone box on Ruskin Avenue is to be removed. 

• A new bench, paid for by donation, has replaced a bench in poor 
condition at the head of the lake.  This work was undertaken Mr R Jones 

• At the Parish Council’s request Cumbria Constabulary are operating 
speed indicator devices to collect data to help identify areas of concern.   

• The issue of hedges, trees etc growing onto or over the highway was 
raised with Highways after the road traffic collision on Dow How.  This is 
to be escalated as a complaint to have the matter addressed in a timely 
and efficient manner. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 

 
 

280/2025 
 
 

Emergency Planning 
 
NOTED: Ther need to recruit a full complement of volunteers to support the 
Emergency Hub. Action to be taken in the autumn. 
 

 
 

TC 

281/2025 Councillor Matters 
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None.  

 
 

282/2025 
 
 
 

283/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

284/2025 
 
 

Financial Matters 
 
NOTED: The following receipts: 

▪ Bank Interest                             £248.48 
▪ Nayax (Public Toilet)                 £370.43 

 
RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts 

▪ M Dearnley (Clerk)                 £603.20 
▪ M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)                £20.00 
▪ T Coates (Lengthsman – April)    £858.02 
▪ Engie Power                   £136.91 
▪ Engie Power       £331.42 
▪ Jigsaw (Cleaning)      £520.56 
▪ Rob Jones                                                                         £1,147.20 
▪ Coniston Institute (Room Hire)                                               £85.50 
▪ M Dearnley (reimbursement – plaque for bench)                   £92.22 

 
RESOLVED: To award £250 toward the provision of way-markers to help 
promote a Coniston to Hawkshead walking route.  

 

285/2025 Correspondence 
 

Westmorland 
and Furness 

Council 

• £37.7 million highways and transport plan to drive 
smoother journeys across the area. 

• Youth voices lead the way at Cumbria Youth Climate 
Summit in Barrow 

• Shape the future of Family Help during Love Our Children 
Week 

• Help shape Westmorland and Furness Council parking 
services. 

• Working to ensure a safe Dave Day weekend 

• Council gears up for July 2025 start on Abbey Road 
cycling and walking scheme. 

• Hollywood glitz and glamour for Royalty’s re-opening 

• Judging underway for Cumbria’s first ever Community Flag 

• Cabinet agrees vote in favour of extending Ulverston 
Business Improvement District 

• Nutrient neutrality partnership appoints contractor. 

• Annual Business Survey 

• Council’s pothole prevention programme is underway on 
sixty-six miles of road. 

• 3,000 residents selected to share views on Council’s 
highways and transport services. 

• Council announces plans for FREE activities and meals for 
kids this summer. 

• Waste and recycling market stall sessions success. 

• Council’s Kirkstone Pass improvements shortlisted for two 
national awards. 

• Team Barrow unveils its 10-year transformation plan. 

• Devolution update for Town and Parish councils 

• Councils’ request deferral for Mayoral Election to May 
2027 
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• Employers sign up to help break down barriers to 
employment for people with complex needs. 

• Abbey Road scheme will support Barrow’s transformation. 

• Cabinet backs affordable housing vision for Windermere 
site 

• Parish Council Branch Event: Council's Role in Events 

Torver Parish 
Council 

• Agenda 19th June 2025 

• Minutes 25th May 2025 

• Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Unaudited 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Exempt 
Authority) 

• Minutes 19th June 2025 

• Notice of extra meeting of Torver Parish Council 31st July 
2025 

Forestry 
Commission 

• Forest Management consultation carried out by Forestry 
England 

Lake District 
National Park 

Authority 

• LDNPA Planning session slides. 

• Lake Views and News 

• More than one hundred people repair busy Lake District 
route during Fix the Fells weekend ‘blitz’ 

Rural Services 
Network 

• Newsletters 18th June, 25th June, 2nd July, 9th July, 16th July 

Friends of the 
Lake District 

• Planning Outreach Programme/Pop up Campsites 

Cumbria 
Constabulary 

• Fraud Prevention Newsletter - June 2025 

• Wildlife and Rural Affairs - May 2025 

• Speed Indicator Signs – feedback (PCSO D Ross) 

• June 2025 - Ulverston, Low Furness, High Furness & 
Grange 

• June 2025 - The Lakes & Lakes rural 

• Fraud Prevention Newsletter - July 2025 

Hawkshead 
Parish Council 

• Agenda 17th June 2025 

• Agenda 15th July 2025 

South 
Lakeland Area 

Support 

• Stricklandgate House public consultation 

• Hate Crime & Incident Survey 

• Westmorland and Furness Authority - New Worrying about 
money leaflet 

Hawkshead 
Grammar 

School 
Museum 

• Open Evening invitation 

S Hare • Playground damage report 

Highways • RE: Emergency : No waiting/loading at any time restriction 
- Yewdale Road, Coniston - 6th June 2025 

 •  
 

286/2025 Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 18th August 
2025 in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.     

 

 
The meeting closed at 8:13pm 
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