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Coniston Parish Council 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 14th April 2025 
 
Present: Councillors:  T Coward, J Buller, L Lea, D Adams, L Dixon, J Butcher, and  

R McCracken 
Clerk:   M Dearnley 
Others:  B Bateman 

 

Minute 
Number 

Part One 
Action 

By 

 
 

174/2025 

Apologies 
 
None. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

175/2025 

Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

176/2025 

Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
None. 
 

 

177/2025 

Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meeting held on the 20th March were accepted as 
a true and accurate record.   
 

 

 
178/2025 

Matters Arising 
 
None. 
 

 

179/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Participation 
 
Cllr Pender submitted a report:  

• The sale of the chapel in Little Langdale was causing concern to 
residents.  This matter was considered by the Parish Council, and the 
Clerk instructed to write to the Parish Priest at St Mary’s, Ambleside to 
express its concern and to ask that the Parish consider selling the 
properties to a housing association in order to maintain locally occupied 
housing in an area where second homes have proliferated to the 
detriment of community cohesion. 

• She is working to generate service related performance data specific for 
each locality area. 

• Work toward devolution is progressing.  There are potential benefits 
especially in relation to housing, regeneration, adult skills, and transport 
where authorities will have more powers/responsibilities.  

• She has organised a meeting to discuss infrastructure and its impact on 
local communities, especially in relation to the impact of large-scale 
event and the work of utility companies.   

 
 
 

MD 
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180/2025 
 
 
 
 

 
Lake District National Park: 
No report, but it was noted that by placing two large bins at the Monk Coniston 
car park there has been a marked reduction in litter.   
 
National Trust: 
Seonag Porter had submitted a monthly report to provide a ‘round-up’ of 
National Trust work during the month.  This included: 

• Hill Top: 

• Seed planting activity sessions 

• Mrs Tiggywinkle crafts and activities 

• Storyteller sessions retelling Beatrix Potter stories. 

• Gondola is back on the Water. 

• Estates 

• The Busk Farmhouse (Little Langdale) will become vacant April 2025, 
3 High Waterhead Cottage is serving notice. 

• Coniston Hall campsite re-opened 28th March using new booking 
system. 

• Hoathwaite campsite is re-opening 18th April. 
The Parish Council asked the Clerk to convey its thanks to Seonag for her 
comprehensive yet concise round-up of National Trust news. 

 
Coniston Business Forum: 
The most recent meeting considered, amongst other matters, work being 
undertaken by United Utilities at the Lake Road Water Treatment Plant.  
 
Comments and Representations from members of the public in relation to any 
item on the agenda. 
 
Mr Bateman reported a sizeable portion of tree partially blocking the stream 
under the road in Hawes Bank.  Councillor Dixon to investigate further.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LD 

 
 
181/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Applications 
 
NOTED:         The following grant of planning applications: 
 
Reference: 7/2025/5091 
Location: Lane Head, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8AA 
Proposal:  The addition of two garden treatment rooms. One will replace an  
                        existing garden building and the other will be built on the 
concrete.   
                        slab of a former shed (destroyed in a storm) 
 
Reference:  7/2025/5113 
Location:  Bluebird Cafe, Lake Road, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8AN 
Proposal:  Non-material amendment to planning permission 7/2023/5563  
                       (Erection of 2 single storey extensions and extension of terrace  
                        including 2 additional canopy roofs.) to replace existing soakaway   
                        with a new design. 
 
Reference:  7/2025/5112 
Location:  The Coniston Inn, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8AJ 
Proposal:  Approval of details reserved by the Biodiversity Net Gain   
                        Condition on planning permission 7/2024/5678 (Proposed patio  
                        extension) 
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182/2025 
 
 
 
 

 
Reference: 7/2025/5652 
Location: Kirkbeck Hall, Kirkbeck, Coniston, LA21 8EL 
Proposal:  Change of use from a former joinery workshop/funeral directors     
                        into a three bedroom dwelling for local occupancy. 
 
It was noted that the Planning Authority had made errors in the consultation 
process resulting in the Parish Council not having been able to comment on the 
application before determination.  The Clerk was instructed to ask the Planning 
Authority to make an amendment to their website to show consistency and 
reflect the Parish Council’s priorities and concerns. 
 
NOTED:         The following refusal of planning applications: 
 
Reference: 7/2024/5649 
Location: Beckside, Haws Bank, Coniston, LA21 8AW 
Proposal: New local occupancy dwelling 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MD 

183/2025 Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
Raised beds are being completed by the Lengthsman.  When complete the 
Women’s Institute will take a lead on planting.  The Bug Hotel is due to be 
completed and installed before the end of April.  The Women’s Institute have 
undertaken a large-scale planting of wildflower plants at the graveyard.   
 
It was agreed that the wildflower areas need signs to help people to understand 
that they are pollinator friendly planting areas and to have stakes and ropes to 
separate these areas from grass.  The Clerk was asked to design and install an 
interpretation board at the playground to help people understand the constituent 
elements of the Climate and Nature Partnership scheme e.g. dry-stone wall, 
raised beds, bug hotel, all of which complement the existing habitat. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 

184/2025 Consultations, Campaigns and Surveys 
 
Local Government Boundary Commission for England.  The Clerk was asked to 
express the Parish Council’s concern that the common interests and strong 
community links reflected in the existing Coniston and Hawkshead Ward should 
be maintained.    
 
Lake District National Park: Review of Small Lakes Byelaws.  The Clerk to write 
in support of the proposed byelaw changes. 
 
BT Proposal to remove the payphone of Ruskin Avenue.  The Clerk to write to 
object to the payphone’s removal.   
 

 
 
 

MD 
 
 
 

MD 
 
 

MD 

185/2025 Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
Councillor Lian Dixon will take on the maintenance of the garden in from of the 
toilets.   
 

 
 

LD 

 
 
186/2025 
 
 

Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
NOTED: Several issues relating to road surfaces: 

• Councillor Coward has reported the surface of the pedestrian bridge over 
Church Beck is in a poor condition and needs to be addressed.  
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• Several people have separately reported Hawkshead Old Road as being 
very poor condition for its entire length.  

• The condition of Brow Steps was discussed, although not aesthetically 
pleasing the repairs have addressed some of the worst damage.  The 
rest of the path has been reported in need of clearing soil, vegetation, etc 

• There had been a meeting in the village regarding drainage.  This 
included Bill Bateman, Don Shepherd and was led by Simon Hill from the 
Lake District National Park.  This identified a number of areas that will be 
brought to the attention of United Utilities to address recurring flooding. 

• Food deliveries on The Banks had been raised following an ASDA 
vehicle becoming stuck for a lengthy period.  The Clerk is contacting all 
supermarkets that deliver to the area to ask that they make alternate 
arrangements for the delivery of food rather than venturing onto The 
Banks. 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MD 

187/2025 Climate, Nature, and Community 
 
The Parish Council noted the positive collaborative work undertaken to create 
and begin to implement an action plan to improve the water quality in Coniston.  
 
The Parish Council noted that the Coniston Community Food Club had been 
successfully established and had been received very positively having 35 
members.   
 
The Tilberthwaite, Hodge Close, Stang End and Little Langdale Action Plan has 
been circulated.  The work being undertaken was positive but there were no 
actions for Coniston Parish Council to undertake.  
 
Victory In Europe 80th Commemorations were discussed.  The idea of an event 
had not captured the imagination of the business community, and St Andrew’s 
was unable to lead a civic service, consequently a smaller scale commemoration 
was considered more appropriate.  This included the erection of bunting and 
distribution of spare bunting to village centre businesses and a banner on the 
bridge.  Plans for a beacon on Maundry Bank were not progressed due to the 
concerns over the fell catching fire after such a prolonged period of dry weather.  
 
Progress was noted in relation to the future of the Medical Practice.   
 

 
 
 

 
 

188/2025 Coniston Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Following on from the National Park update in relation to the government’s 
review of the impact of second homes and short-term holiday lets on local 
housing stock. There was general support for this to be managed to ensure the 
long-term health of communities.   
 
The Clerk was asked to raise the question with the Planning Authority as to 
whether a change of use from residential to holiday home/short term holiday let 
is considered a material change of use that ought to be subject to a planning 
application. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 

189/2024 Parish Benches 
 
The Clerk reported that there is a member of the public interested in sponsoring 
the repair of a bench at the Head of the Lake. 
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190/2025 Emergency Planning 
 
No updates. 
 

 

191/2024 Councillor Matters 
 
Councillor Butcher will investigate the possibility of a new website for Coniston 
that has more of a marketing focus than the existing site that fulfils statutory 
responsibilities. 
 
Councillor Adams queried whether something akin to the Parish Directory listing 
all businesses, organisations, etc would be useful.  
  

 
 

JB 
 

 
 

192/2025 
 

193/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

194/2025 
 

195/2025 

Financial Matters 
 
NOTED:   the following receipts: None 
 
RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts 

▪ M Dearnley (Clerk)               £603.20 
▪ M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)              £20.00 
▪ T Coates (Lengthsman – April)          £1,116.49 
▪ M Dearnley (JT Atkinson – lumbar for raised beds)           £899.06 
▪ M Dearnley (Indoor Outdoors – brackets etc for raised  
       beds)                 £236.75 
▪ Coniston Ground Care (stond for playground paths) £60.00 
▪ CALC Subscription                £277.89 
▪ Healthmatic (Set up session for public toilet block)           £330.00 
▪ Vinyl Banners (Banner for VE/VJ Days)              £82.92 

 
NOTED: The final year accounts for Coniston Parish Council 2024/2025 
 
RESOLVED: To appoint Fiona Todd an auditor 
 

 

196/2025 Correspondence 
 

Westmorland 
and Furness 

Council 

• South Lakeland Town & Parish Council Newsletter 

• Council backs Great British Spring Clean 

• Overnight road closure for repairs to historic bridge 

• Town centre road closed by fire set to open soon 

• Various Road Closures 

• Westmorland and Furness Council shortlisted for the 
2025 Green Energy Awards 

• New council strategy for temporary accommodation 

• New strategy to improve and invest in council housing 
stock 

• Boost for further decarbonisation works following 
£1.75million funding announcement 

• Historic moment as Barrow Dock receives Royal 
Charter status 

• Team Barrow launches £5m education package and 
awards £650,000 in community grants 

• Holiday Activities and Food programme for Easter now 
open 
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• Travel Actively Cumbria: Your NEW go-to website for 
walking, wheeling, and cycling 

• New lighting policy set to bring brighter, safer streets 

• Devolution public consultation event on Thursday 27 
March 

• Repurposed food service grows in repurposed church 
sports hall 

• Council helping veterans into employment with 
Guaranteed Interview Scheme 

• New Playground Strategy to ensure inclusive and 
engaging play spaces 

• Forum café and facilities to stay open in April 

• Council determined to tackle blight of roadside litter 

• Eden Homelessness and Housing Advice Service 
moving in-house from 1 April 

• First cases of Avian Flu confirmed in Westmorland and 
Furness this year. 

• Win for council’s net zero strategy at 2025 Green 
Energy Awards 

• New Website launched to encourage active journeys in 
Cumbria 

• Council’s blitz on back street litter issues 

• Affordable housing in town development applications 
welcomed 

• Next phase of £1 million energy saving improvements 
to begin at Penrith Leisure Centre 

• Progress at 800-home waterfront site showcased 

• Thousands more homes to benefit from increased 
digital connectivity funding 

• Westmorland and Furness schoolchildren help prevent 
fires by recycling batteries 

• Kirkby Lonsdale - Town centre road closed after fire is 
now open 

• Three weeks of restoration works planned on historic 
A684 bridge 

• Free turn up and play football for young people this 
Easter 

• Hop online this Easter 

• Council Opening hours for Easter weekend 

Isaac Nelson • Litter at Monk Coniston 

Rural Services 
Network 

• The Rural Bulletin - 18 March 2025, 25 March 2025, 1 
April 2025 

• Rural Funding Digest - April 2025 

Jack Holmes, 
LDNPA 

• Coniston Water Association 

Cumbria 
Constabulary 

• Fraud Prevention Newsletter - March 2025 

• Operation Enhance Update 

• Newsletter March 2025 - Ulverston, Low Furness, High 
Furness & Grange 

• Newsletter March 2025 - Lakes & Lakes Rural 

Suzanne 
Pender 

• Correspondence re: Events 
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Rawdon Smith 
Trust 

• Grant Application Feedback 

Seonag Porter, 
NT 

• Wray Restoration Press Release 

• SY Gondola Cruise Invitation 

Hawkshead 
Parish Council 

• Minutes 18th March 

• Agenda 15th April 

LDNPA 
• Newsletter 

• Parish member elections for the South Distinctive 
Area 

Mr Capstick, 
LDNPA 

• Letter re: GP Surgery in Coniston 

Charlotte Crisp 
• Collingwood Close – Parking 

• Youth Club Litter Pick 

 
 

197/2025 Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 16th June 
2025 in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.     

 

 
The meeting closed at 8:53pm 
 
………………………………….                              ………………………………………………… 
Date             Signed & Approved by (Chair) 


