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Coniston Parish Council 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 20th March 2025 
 
Present: Councillors: T Coward, J Buller, L Lea, D Adams, L Dixon and J Butcher 

Clerk: M Dearnley 
Others: R Gee 

 

Minute 
Number 

Part One 
Action 

By 

 
 

150/2025 

Apologies 
 
AGREED: To accept the apology submitted by Councillor McCracken. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

151/2025 

Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

152/2025 

Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
None. 
 

 

153/2025 

Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meeting held on the 17th February were accepted 
as a true and accurate record.   
 

 

 
154/2025 

Matters Arising 
 
None. 
 

 

155/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Participation 
 
Cllr Pender submitted a report:  

• She is working to explore options to secure the future of the Coniston 
Medical Practice,  

• She has been taking an active role in discussing the planned 
improvements to Coniston Water Treatment Plant and, hopefully, to 
Coniston Water itself,  

• The Electoral Commission is conducting a consultation on new ward 
boundaries that would see Coniston and Hawkshead incorporated into 
wards with communities from as far away as Kirkby Ireleth and 
Dunnerdale with Seathwaite.   

• Westmorland and Furness, along with Cumberland, will take place in the 
next phase of devolution, this is the subject to a consultation until 13th 
April 2025. 

 
Lake District National Park: 
No report. 
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National Trust: 
Seonag Porter had submitted a monthly report to provide a ‘round-up’ of 
National Trust work during the month.  This included: 

• Car Park Pricing, all prices to use NT car parks will increase for 2025 

• Coniston Hall Camp Site, large groups are no longer allowed, all guests 
must pre-book, ANPR will be installed this will link to the guest booking 
system.  The camp site will open on the 28th March 

• The NT hosted a workshop to explore issues, and potential solutions, to 
the large number of visitors to Cathedral Cavern, Hodge Close, Slaters 
Bridge, etc.   
 

Coniston Business Forum: 
The Forum will be meeting on Wednesday, 22nd March. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
156/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
157/2025 
 
158/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
159/2025 
 
 

Planning Applications 
 
Reference: 7/2025/5091 
Location: Lane Head, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8AA 
Proposal:  The addition of two garden treatment rooms. One will replace an  
                        existing garden building and the other will be built on the concrete   
                        slab of a former shed (destroyed in a storm) 
RESPONSE: No objection 
 
Reference: 7/2025/5069 
Location: The Meeting Room, Dixon Ground, Coniston, LA21 8HQ 
Proposal:         Dwellings - Variation of condition 3 (local occupancy) on planning  
                        application 7/2018/5395 (Change of use and conversion of 2 no.  
                        commercial former timber joinery buildings into 3 no. local  
                        occupancy houses) to a wider area of Cumbria 
RESPONSE: Objection 
 
NOTED:         The following applications for which there is no provision for  
                       consultation: 
 
Reference:  7/2025/5113 
Location:  Bluebird Cafe, Lake Road, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8AN 
Proposal:  Non-material amendment to planning permission 7/2023/5563  
                       (Erection of 2 single storey extensions and extension of terrace  
                        including 2 additional canopy roofs.) to replace existing soakaway  
                       with a new design. 
 
Reference:  7/2025/5112 
Location:  The Coniston Inn, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8AJ 
Proposal:  Approval of details reserved by the Biodiversity Net Gain  
                       Condition on planning permission 7/2024/5678 (Proposed patio  
                       extension 
 
NOTED:         The following grants of planning applications: 
 
Reference: 7/2024/5542 
Location: Former Bank, Church Bridge, Coniston, LA21 8EN 
Proposal: Change of use of former bank building to a dwelling with external  
                       alterations 
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Reference:   7/2025/5032 
Location:  Lands Field, Yewdale Road, Coniston 
Proposal:  Creation of coach and car park, public bus stop, erection of  
                       building to accommodate e-bike hire, toilet and information  
                       facilities, and associated infrastructure and landscaping - variation  
                       of conditions 4 and 7 of planning permission 7/2024/5172 in  
                       relation to operational timescales for the site 
 
Reference: 7/2024/5605 
Location: 7 Collingwood Close, Coniston, LA21 8DZ 
Proposal: To create a level access from the sun room with a raised  
                        patio/decking, a new 1.1m balustrade will be provided at the edge  
                       and to raise the height of the fence to approximately 2m above the  
                       new patio/decked area 
 
Reference: 7/2024/5003 
Location: Bluebird Cafe, Lake Road, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8AN 
Proposal: Approval of details reserved by condition no. 4 (renewable and  
                        low carbon energy sources) on planning permission 7/2023/5563  
                       (Erection of 2 single storey extensions and extension of terrace  
                        including 2 additional canopy roofs) 
 

160/2025 Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
Raised beds are being constructed by the Lengthsman.  A ‘bug hotel’ is being 
made at HMP Haverigg. 
 
The Clerk is to meet with Peter Clarke, Westmorland and Furness Council, to 
help clarify our client side role in the development of a specification in 
preparation for the tendering process for the eventual replacement of the play 
equipment and remodelling of the park. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

161/2025 Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
Jigsaw cleaning, the Lengthsman, the Clerk will meet with Healthmatic on 19 th 
March to ensure that the toilets are ready for operation.  The proposed hours of 
opening will be 7am to 6pm.   
 

 

 
 
162/2025 
 
 
163/2025 

Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
NOTED: A trailer parked in Hawes Bank is potentially jutting out into the road 
and causing a hazard as it does not have lights alerting drives to its presence.  
 
NOTED: Hawkshead Old Road is in an extremely poor condition, the road is 
littered with potholes.  These are to be reported by the Clerk. 
   

 

164/2025 Climate, Nature and Community 
 
Water Quality.  The Chair reported that there had been meetings between 
Untied Utilities, the Environment Agency and interested groups and 
organisations.  The inspection of water quality at the Boating Centre had shown 
it as being ‘poor’.  The Environment Agency has a plan of action including a 
comprehensive investigation.  United Utilities has initiated upgrades to parts of 
the Water Treatment Plant. The work being undertaken has been very 
collaborative and positive.  The Lake District National Park is developing a 
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communications plan to ensure that messaging is as accurate and detailed as 
possible. 
 
Coniston WI will be holding a Planting Day in the week commencing 24 th March 
and a Litter Pick over the weekend of 5th and 6th April.  
 
The Clerk gave an update on the Food Club being set up by the Coniston WI as 
part of the Fareshare food redistribution scheme.  This is aimed at reducing food 
waste, but will be complementary to the work undertaken in relation to the 
Community Pantry.   
 
Councillor Lian Dixon has been asked to work with Christmas Lights Committee 
to identify ways in which the Parish Council can work more closely and 
supportively. 
 

165/2025 Coniston Neighbourhood Plan 
 
No report.  
 

 

166/2024 Parish Benches 
 
Repair of the benches outside St Andrew’s Church undertaken by the 
Lengthsman were praised by the Parish Council. 
  

 

167/2025 Emergency Planning 
 
The Chair will email a copy of the Emergency Plan, and the Clerk will forward a 
copy of the Leaflet to Councillor Buller for inclusion on the Parish Council 
website.   
 
It was decided to distribute the Emergency Planning Leaflets in September when 
they will have greatest impact.  
 

 

168/2024 Councillor Matters 
 
Councillor Butcher reported on his recent training with CALC.   
  

 
 
 

 
 

169/2025 
 
 

170/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Matters 
 
NOTED:   the following receipts: 

• M Dearnley (reimbursement of expenses)           £180.31 
 
RESOLVED: to authorise payment of the following accounts 

• M Dearnley (Clerk)              £603.20 

• M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)                        £20.00 

• HMP Haverigg (Bug Hotel)             £245.30 

• CALC (training)                 £30.00 

• Information Commissioner (DD)              £52.00 

• T Coates (Lengthsman – December)            £124.00 

• T Coates (Lengthsman – February)              £99.00 

• T Coates (Lengthsman – March)            £596.98 

• SSE Energy (Streetlighting)                £85.56 

• EUKhost (.gov.uk domain)               £59.99 
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171/2025 Consultations, Campaigns and Surveys 
 
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England is undertaking a 
consultation on the reorganisation of ward boundaries in Westmorland and 
Furness.  The proposal would lead to the separation of Coniston and Torver 
from Skelwith, Hawkshead and Satterthwaite.  The Parish Council will give this 
matter further consideration at the next meeting, but feels that equalising the 
number of electors in each ward should not take precedence over the 
maintenance of strong community links.  

 

 

172/2025 

Westmorland and Furness 
Council 
 

• 20mph speed limits get the seal of 
approval from communities 

• Still time to have your say on the future of 
electric vehicle infrastructure 

• Underbarrow Bridge confirmed to reopen 
on Friday 14 February 

• Council enhances support for Homes For 
Ukraine hosts and guests 

• Westmorland and Furness Council 
celebrates national recognition 

• £1 million investment for leisure centre 
energy saving improvements 

• Temporary Prohibition Of All Traffic 
Restriction - C5018, Coniston – 11th March 
2025 

• Highway Resurfacing Works - Lake Road 

• Upgraded playground officially opened 

• Westmorland and Furness Council 
protects frontline services in tough financial 
times 

• Proposal to explore harmonising Parish 
and Town Council elections in 
Westmorland and Furness approved 

• Eamont and Shap By-election result 
declared 

• Two businesses in Barrow and Ulverston 
fail Trading Standards “vape” operation 

• Council launches ‘Step Up to Social Work’ 
programme to train the next generation of 
social workers 

• Ukrainian evacuees in Westmorland and 
Furness reflect as the war enters its third 
year 

• Council apologises for Walney traffic 
disruption 

• Westmorland and Furness Council praised 
for impressive improvement in latest 
inspection results 

• Special monthly markets return to Barrow 
town centre 

• Kendal Rugby Club statement 

• Advice and support published following 
recent incident in South Cumbria 
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• Community-based projects get cash boost 
in South Lakeland 

• Wildflowers set to flourish across Eden 

• Revised Bus Timetables on Service 505 
Ambleside to Coniston 

South Lakeland Area 
Support 

• What does Devolution in Cumbria mean for 
your organisation? 

• Waste into Wellbeing Upcoming 
Community Kitchen Events 

Cumbria Constabulary 

• Operation Enhance 

• February 2025 - Lakes & Lakes Rural 

• February 2025 - Ulverston, Low Furness, 
High Furness & Grange 

Lakes Parish Council 
• Agenda 5th March 

• Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner 
Surgery - Monday 10th March 2025 

The Rural Bulletin 
• 18th February, 25th February, 4th March, 

11th March 

Rural Funding Digest • March 2025 Edition 

Eden Housing Association • Property to let at Church Field Coniston 

Cumbria Tourism • February research update 

Hawkshead Parish Council  
• Draft Minutes 18th February 

• Agenda 18th March 

Coniston Bathing Water 
Meeting 

• Stakeholder Action Plan Agenda 
25/02/2025 

United Utilities  • Burst water main - Paddy End 

Fred Whitton Challenge 
Event 

• Notification of Road Closure - Sunday 11th 
May 2025 

•  

Cllr Suzanne Pender 

• Possible Closure of Coniston Medical 
Surgery July 2025 

• Highway Repair & Maintenance - A593, 
Clappersgate to Green Coppice 

Torver Parish Council • Agenda 6th March, Minutes 25th March 

Lake District National Park 

• Parish Council Cluster Events 

• Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
Temporary Prohibition of Traffic Order 
2024, Footpaths and Bridleways in 
Grizedale Forest 

Coniston Business Forum • Agenda 19th March 

Media 

• Global Media, Manchester 

• BBC The One show - Coniston Surgery 

• ITV News request 

Coniston 14 • Road Closures 

 •  
 

173/2025 Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 19th May 2025 
in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.     
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Part Two 

 

174/2025 Coniston Medical Practice 
 
The meeting discussed the Medical Practice and how it is able to support its 
retention within the community.  Councillor Butcher will draft letters to be sent to 
the Lake District National Park and the Integrated Care Board to reflect the 
Parish Council’s support.   
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 9:08pm 
 
………………………………….                              ………………………………………………… 
Date             Signed & Approved by (Chair) 


