Coniston Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council

held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at

7pm on Monday, 17" February 2025

Present: Councillors: T Coward, J Buller, L Lea, D Adams, R McCracken, and J Butcher
Clerk: M Dearnley
Others: PCSO D Ross, S Porter, R Gee, P Johnston
Minute Action
Number By
Apologies
128/2025 | AGREED: To accept the apology submitted by Councillor Dixon.
Requests for Dispensations.
129/2025 | None.
Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items
130/2025
None.
Minutes
AGREED: The minutes of the meeting held on 9" December were accepted as
131/2025 | a true and accurate record whilst also recognising that the Business Forum had
the opportunity to engage with the work being engaged with in relation to
Bathing Water Status from an early stage and did not do so.
Matters Arising
132/2025 | None.
133/2025 | Public Participation

Clir Pender submitted a report:

e She is taking part of a meeting regarding the future of the Coniston
Medical Practice,

¢ She has written to the Chief Executive and Cabinet regarding the four
way road traffic control at Clappersgate.

¢ She is taking part in a meeting focussed on Coniston Water, water quality
improvement,

¢ The formal consultation on the 20mph zone has stared the final stage of
the process,

¢ Westmorland and Furness, along with Cumberland, will take place in the
next phase of devolution,

e The Windermere Ferry has been out of commission again,

e She has been appointed Chair of the South Lakes Locality Board. The
meeting agreed to extend congratulations to Clir Pender.
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Lake District National Park:
Simon Hill reported that Monk Coniston toilets had been vandalised on a number
of occasions over the winter.

National Trust:
Seonag Porter had submitted a monthly report to provide a ‘round-up’ of
National Trust work during the month. This included:
e The Gondola is undergoing significant maintenance, it is scheduled to be
back in commission by 3 April. A shorter, and cheaper, Gondola tour to
be introduced for 2025
e High Oxen Fell farm will be occupied by new tenants in 2025
e A programme of events that will use Trust properties in Hawkshead is
being compiled
e Work is being undertaken to address highways and related matters in
Stang End, Little Langdale, Hodge Close and Tilberthwaite.
e Low Hall Garth and Far End House are scheduled for refurbishment

Coniston Business Forum:
No report

Cumbria Constabulary

PCSO Debbie Ross attended to give an overview of work undertaken in the
parish during the previous year. Of note was the observation that there had
been fewer formal complaints originating from Coniston Hall. However, there
were a number of incidents that are not acceptable. Other issues occurring
included sheep worrying, theft of wood and Operation Headway, a campaign to
reduce boat theft.

135/2025

136/2025

Planning Applications

Reference:  7/2025/5032

Location: Lands Field, Yewdale Road, Coniston

Proposal: Creation of coach and car park, public bus stop, erection of
building to accommodate e-bike hire, toilet and information
facilities, and associated infrastructure and landscaping —
variation of conditions 4 and 7 of planning permission
7/2024/5172 in relation to operational timescales for the site.

RESPONSE: No objection

NOTED: The following grants of planning applications:

Reference:  7/2024/5503

Location: Low Bank Ground Outdoor Centre, Coniston, LA21 8AA
Proposal: Provision of new external standby generator within fenced

compound area
Reference: 7/2024/5632
Location: Low Bank Ground Adventure Centre, Coniston, LA21 8AA
Proposal: New Jetty

Reference: 7/2024/5678

Location: The Coniston Inn, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8AJ
Proposal: Proposed patio extension
2
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Reference: 7/2024/5409

Location: The Coniston Inn, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8AJ
Proposal: Replacement jetty for passenger vessel service on Coniston
Water

Reference:  7/2024/5705
Location: Barn House, Silverbank, Coniston, LA21 8HW
Proposal: Proposed pentise roof canopy

Reference: 7/2024/5526

Location: Site at Little Moss, Coniston, LA21 8DT
Proposal: New local occupancy dwelling

137/2025 | Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership
Charlotte Rankin at Cumbria Wildlife has produced a report ‘planting for
pollinators’ which recommends a care routine for existing wildflower areas and
the development of the grass verge by the playground. She has also arranged
for £375.29 funding for additional plug plants to enhance diversity, these will be
planted toward the end of March by the Womens’ Institute.

138/2025 | Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets
Jigsaw cleaning, the Lengthsman, the Clerk will meet with Healthmatic on 19"
March to ensure that the toilet are ready for operation. The proposed hours of
opening will be 7am to 6pm.

139/2025 | Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues
RESOLVED: To support the traffic regulation order that details the 20mph
scheme for Coniston.

140/2025 | Climate, Nature and Community
Water Quality. There had been a meeting convened by the Environment Agency
to discuss the route-map for developments toward improving water quality.
The retirement of Dr Frey, and the impact on the continuation of Coniston
Medical Practice was discussed.
RESOLVED: To move from coniston.info to conistonparishcouncil.gov.uk in
order to comply with best practice recommendations.

141/2025 | Coniston Neighbourhood Plan
No report, however, as the timetable for the review of the Neighbourhood Plan
has been delayed to conform with that of the National Park Authority, progress
should be made in relation to the review of the Community Plan. A survey for
residents and businesses will be distributed alongside the Annual Plan in April.

142/2024 | Parish Benches

Repairs and other actions identified at previous meetings are being progressed
by the Lengthsman.
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143/2025

Emergency Planning

The Chair has finalised the revised Emergency Plan, this is to be distributed to
the stakeholders in the Emergency Planning Group and a version prepared for
public access. The Emergency Preparedness Leaflet is with the Printer and is to
be distributed in the Spring.

144/2024 | Councillor Matters
Councillor McCracken suggested that the Parish Council might prepare a written
testament to demonstrate the community’s thanks for Dr Frey’s years of service.
Councillor Butcher will identify whether there is any possibility that activities
occurring around the village at Christmas might be co-ordinated to better effect.
Councillor Coward will attend the annual general meeting of Coniston Co-
operative Society.
Financial Matters
145/2025 | NOTED: The following receipts:
. Coniston Amenities Fund £3,000.00
146/2025 | RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts
. M Dearnley (Clerk) £1,047.20
. M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance) £20.00
. Coniston Institute (Room Hire) £130.50
. Rocket Sites Ltd (Website/Email Services) £174.00
. Fingerprints (Emergency Plan Leaflet) £677.22
" Coniston Amenities Fund £50.00
" SSE Energy (Streetlighting — December DD) £82.67
" SSE Energy (Streetlighting — January DD) £85.56
" Water Plus (DD) £152.58
147/2025 | Consultations, Campaigns and Surveys
NOTED: The following consultations/surveys:
o Westmorland and Furness Electric Vehicle Infrastructure - Public
Questionnaire
o Westmorland and Furness Council Library Strategy Survey
148/2025 | Correspondence
Westmorland e Council seeking residents’ views as they look to
and Furness improve customer service
Council e Cafe, shows and events moving to town hall during
(News Forum closure
Releases) ¢ Have your say on the future of Wetheriggs Country
Park
e Significant progress being made on town centre
improvement scheme
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Council announces ambitious Housing Strategy to
address local needs

Council's support for a better future on Holocaust
Memorial Day

Council agrees ambitious cultural framework to
boost health, well-being and local growth

Strategy agreed to bring more empty homes back
into use

Storm Eowyn - Advice for communities 22"
January 2025

Storm Eowyn - Agencies issue advice 23™ January
2025

Storm Eowyn - Friday morning update 24" January
2025

Agencies across Cumbria respond to impact of
Storm Eowyn 24™ January 2025

Storm Eowyn - Vulnerable people update 24"
January 2025

Storm Eowyn - Saturday evening update 25"
January 2025

Council invests in the reliability of ‘Mallard’

Council commits to keep its Council Tax Reduction
Scheme for those in need

Council agrees five-year highways strategy
Marina Village vision takes a step closer to reality
From gainshare to gamechanger: £2 million boosts
Cumbria’s wireless future

Brigsteer Bridge confirmed to reopen on Friday 31
January from 4pm

Council’s essential road resurfacing investment
continues on the A591

Team Barrow sets out its 10-year strategic vision
for the town

Council driving change with biofuel powered
vehicles

Works now complete on a new classroom
extension at St Patrick’s School, Endmoor
Discussions under way to reopen town centre road
closed after devastating fire

Pigeon Tommy’s wartime medal is coming home
Funding for multi-million pound town centre
scheme confirmed

Demand soars for Handyperson scheme after
rollout across Westmorland and Furness

Work to start soon on community nature hub
Council seeking providers to deliver Easter Holiday
Activity and Food Programme

Cumbria Careers Day to become an annual event
Cash boost for community-based projects in Eden
Financial support available for households towards
energy and food bills

Council launches search for dozens of new
apprentices
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Former Cabinet Secretary Dr Simon Case
appointed chair of Team Barrow

New grant launched as part of council’s ‘One Tree
per Resident’ project

Westmorland and Furness Council protects front
line services in tough financial times
Westmorland and Furness Council launches free
parenting support app for families

Thousands helping shape future waste and
recycling services

Westmorland Cumbria Local Nature Recovery Strategy

and Furness Newsletter (Issue 5)

Council Prohibition of All Traffic Restriction C5018 Coniston
26/02/25
Electric Vehicle Infrastructure - Public
Questionnaire
Library survey
Councils welcome Government Devolution
inclusion

Cumbria Six months into Cumbria Constabulary s dedicated

Constabulary

operation tackling antisocial behaviour and serious
violence

January 2025 - Lakes & Lakes Rural Bulletin
January 2025 - Ulverston, Low Furness, High
Furness & Grange Bulletin

Fraud Prevention Newsletter - February 2025

The Flood Managing Flood Risk - Who's Involved' Focus
Hub Week

Managing Flood Risk - Focus Week Starts Today
The Rural 215 January, 28" January, 4" February, 11"
Bulletin February
Rural February 2025
Funding
Digest
Malcom Notification 8" March
Wilson Rally
Cumbria Planting for Pollinators - Coniston
Wildlife Trust
Hawkshead Draft Minutes of Meeting held 215 January 2025
Parish Agenda 18" January 2025
Council
Environment Windermere Private Permitted Discharges
Agency Compliance Checks - Spring/ Summer 2025
National Job vacancy at Steam Yacht Gondola
Trust NT South Lakes February Update
Friends of Future of the 'Friends of the X112', X112 activities,
the X112 Bus update
Cllr Suzanne Highways Update ENW Road closure for 2 weeks
Pender at half term

Torver Parish
Councill

Notice of Public Meeting 30" January 2025,
Agenda 30™ January 2025,
Draft Minutes 30" January
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Integrated
Care Board

News - January 2025

149/2025

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 17" March
2025 in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.

The meeting closed at 9:00pm
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