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Coniston Parish Council 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 9th December 2024 
 
Present: Councillors: J Buller, L Dixon, L Lea, D Adams, R McCracken, and J Butcher 

Clerk: M Dearnley 
 

Minute 
Number 

 
Action 

By 

 
 

395/2024 

Apologies 
 
AGREED: To accept the apology submitted by Councillor Coward. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

396/2024 

Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

397/2024 

Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
Councillor Butcher declared an interest in (item 7.1) the planning application 
7/2024/5652 Kirkbeck Hall, Beckthwaite, Coniston, LA21 8EW 
 

 

398/2024 

Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meeting held on 18th November were accepted as 
a true and accurate record. 
 

 

 
399/2024 

Matters Arising 
 
Councillor Adams clarified that due to his existing commitments he is unable to 
act as a trustee of the Coniston Amenities Fund. 
 

 

400/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Participation 
 
Cllr Pender reported via Microsoft Teams. She highlighted a number of issues 
being dealt with by Westmorland and Furness Council:   

• The 20mph consultation is being presented to Members in January 2025. 

• She invited councillors to attend a winter preparedness meeting with 
Electricity North West on the 18th December.  The invitation will be 
circulated by the Clerk. 

• The X112 bus service will be operated by Westmorland and Furness 
Council from September 2025.   

• Following the recent experience of roadworks to Hawkshead she will make 
representation to Highways to ensure that road closure/diversion signs are 
removed when no longer relevant.   

• She is meeting United Utilities in the new year regarding bathing water 
status and water quality.  There was a discussion regarding the relative 
benefits of retaining the nomenclature of the water testing points.  This 
issue will be revisited in the new year, but the Parish Council is amenable 
to moving or renaming the data testing point if that is a possibility. 
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401/2024 
 

• There is a meeting being convened in January 2025 by the Environment 
Agency to explore the ‘way forward’ in relation to water quality and bathing 
water status.  

 
Lake District National Park: 
No report. 
 
National Trust: 
No report. 
 
Coniston Business Forum: 
No report.. 
 
Comments or Representations from members of the public in relation to any item 
on the agenda. 
 
None. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
402/2024 
 
 
 
 
403/2024 
 
404/2024 
 
 

Planning Applications 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5652 
Location:  Kirkbeck Hall, Beckthwaite, Coniston, LA21 8EW 
Proposal:  Change of use from a former joinery workshop/funeral directors  
                        into a three bedroom dwelling for local occupancy 
RESOLVED:   OBJECT 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5649 
Location:  Beckside, Haws Bank, Coniston, LA21 8AW 
Proposal:  New local occupancy dwelling 
RESOLVED: OBJECTION  
 
NOTED:          The following determination to award certificate of lawfulness 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5514 
Location: Tent Lodge Cottage, Coniston, LA21 8AA 
Proposal: The use of Tent Lodge Cottage as three holiday let units known   
                        as Tent Lodge Cottage, Grizedale and 'Wetherlam 
 

 

405/2024 Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
Future work at the Playground is scheduled for the spring when raised beds and 
bug hotel will be installed.  
 
The Clerk will meet with an officer of Cumbria Wildlife in January to explore 
opportunities for funding to support opportunities for the development of areas in 
the village to enhance habitats by planting pollinators.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

406/2024 Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
No report.  The toilets are closed and prepared for winter. 
 

 

407/2024 Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
The essential work to remove dead and diseased trees on Dow How has been 
undertaken by Highways.  The remaining work to ensure that the trees are 
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attractive will be undertaken in the new year by the Parish Council.  
   

408/2024 Climate, Nature and Community 
 
Community Pantry 
The Clerk updated the meeting.  Westmorland and Furness’ Household Support 
Fund have awarded a grant of £1,000 to support the continuance of the 
Community Pantry.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

409/2024 Coniston Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Carole Barr, Planning, and Action for Communities in Cumbria (ACT), has been 
invited to attend a future meeting to discuss how our Community and 
Neighbourhood Plans can work effectively to support the advancement of the 
Parish Council’s ambitions for Coniston.  
 

 

410/2024 Parish Bench Report 
 
The Clerk has attempted to contact the families who originally donated those 
benches that require renovation, repair or replacement.  The Lengthsman is 
costing the essential work required to bring these benches up to an acceptable 
standard.   

  

 

411/2024 Emergency Planning 
 
The Emergency Preparedness Leaflet is at the printers, a draft will then be 
circulated and amended before a wider print run and distribution around the 
parish. 
 
The contact details in the Emergency Plan are being updated by Ed Crisp.  
 
The defibrillator donated by the Keswick to Barrow Charity has been received.  
The site it will be fitted is to be agreed at the next Emergency Planning Group. 
 

 

412/2024 Councillor Matters 
 
Councillor Adams informed the meeting that he had reported the water leak on 
The Banks to Highways. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

413/2024 
 

414/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 

415/2024 
 

416/2024 
 

417/2024 

Financial Matters 
 
NOTED: The following receipts: None 
 
RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts 

▪ M Dearnley (Clerk)      £558.80 
▪ M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)     £20.00 
▪ Jigsaw (Cleaning Services)       £81.40 
▪ M Dearnley (Reimbursement Community Pantry)  £157.27 
▪ M Dearnley (Reimbursement Christmas)     £15.00 

 
NOTED:  The meeting considered the Parish Council accounts April to October.  
 
NOTED:  The meeting discussed budget priorities for 2025/26 
 
RESOLVED: To award £100 to Great North Air Ambulance Service. 
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418/2024 

 
RESOLVED: To award £200 to the Coniston Mountain Rescue Team. 
 

419/2024 Consultations, Campaigns and Surveys 
 
Two surveys being undertaken by Westmorland and Furness Council relating to 
waste and recycling, and polling districts were brought to the attention of the 
meeting. 
 

 

420/2024 Walking Route: Coniston to Hawkshead 
 
RESOLVED: To support the resolution to: 

(i) seek the agreement of the National Trust, and any other 
necessary bodies, for the appropriate signposting and 
implementation thereof within the Parish of Coniston  

(ii) seek the agreement of the Hawkshead Parish Council for the 

same within the parish of Hawkshead, and implementation 
thereof, and   

(iii) draft appropriate leaflets 
 

 

421/2024 Correspondence 
 

Westmorland 
and Furness 

Council 

NEWS RELEASE: Council opens polling district review 
NEWS RELEASE: Free support for budding entrepreneurs 
and new businesses 
Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places 2024 
NEWS RELEASE: Partnership welcomes £16.4 million 
nutrient neutrality grant 
NEWS RELEASE: Come in out of the cold at your nearest 
“Warm Spot” 
NEWS RELEASE: A592 retaining wall repair planned on 
the Ullswater shores 
Outcome of 20mph consultation – Coniston 
NEWS RELEASE: Get in the festive mood at special 
market opening event in Barrow 
NEWS RELEASE: Barrow Delivery Board meets for first 
time following confirmation of £200 million transformation 
fund 
NEWS RELEASE: Furness hospital bed plans to be 
scrutinised 
NEWS RELEASE: Council explores solutions for damaged 
Infield Park footway 
NEWS RELEASE: Sign up to take part in the Cumbria 
Economic Summit 
Invitation to Love Windermere Partnership Information 
Evening - 9 December 2024 
NEWS RELEASE: Council buildings lit up in support of 
Domestic Abuse campaign 
REMINDER: Community Conversation on waste and 
recycling services 
NEWS RELEASE: Councils agree to progress devolution 
discussions 
Household Support Fund Award letter 
NEWS RELEASE: Countdown to Cumbria Economic 
Summit 
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NEWS RELEASE: Scrutiny meeting explores Furness 
hospital bed plans 

South 
Lakeland 

Area Support 

Priority Services Register and Rural Saving Energy Grants 
NEWS RELEASE: Help to shape future of your waste and 
recycling collections 
WEBINAR: Resilience insights from community groups 

Lake District 
National 

Park 
Authority 

Notice of Intention to Temporarily Prohibit Traffic over 
Footpaths and Bridleways in Grizedale Forest 
Invite from the Lake District National Park Authority: 
Tuesday 3 December, 4.00pm – 7.00pm at the Coniston 
Institute 

Cumbria 
Constabulary 

Operation Enhance 
Fraud Prevention Newsletter - November 2024 

CALC 

PRESS RELEASE - Report highlights University Hospital 
Morecambe Bay Trust’s positive Urgent and Emergency 
Care Survey results 
ACT Newsletter November 

Rural 
Services 
Network 

19th November, 26th November 

 
 

 

422/2024 Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 20th January 
2025 in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.     
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 9:14pm 
 
………………………………….                              ………………………………………………… 
Date             Signed & Approved by (Chair) 


