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Coniston Parish Council 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 18th November 2024 
 
Present: Councillors: T Coward, J Buller, L Dixon, L Lea, D Adams, and R McCracken 

Clerk: M Dearnley 
   Present: five members of the public 
 

Minute 
Number 

 
Action 

By 

 
 

370/2024 

Apologies 
 
None. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

371/2024 

Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

371/2024 

Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
None. 
 

 

372/2024 

Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meeting held on 21st October were accepted as a 
true and accurate record. 
 

 

 
 

373/2024 

Matters Arising 
 
None. 
 

 

 
 

374/2024 

Co-option of new councillors 
 
RESOLVED: To confirm James Butcher as a parish councillor until the next 
scheduled elections. 
 

 

375/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Participation 
 
Cllr Pender (Westmorland and Furness) attempted to report via Microsoft 
Teams, but was thwarted by technology.  She sent highlights via text:  

• She congratulated the Parish Council on the successful completion of the 
20mph consultation and the recommendation to Elected Members in 
January that the scheme is adopted. 

• She invited councillors to attend a winter preparedness meeting with 
Electricity North West on the 18th December.  

• United Utilities have scheduled a meeting for 25th January to update on 
asset investment. 

• There is a Lake District National Park Authority meeting for Hawkshead 
and Coniston Ward to be held at 4pm on 3rd December.   
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376/2024 
 

Lake District National Park: 
No report. 
 
National Trust: 
Simon Hill attended to report and discuss matters of interest to the Parish 
Council.  

• SY Gondola. It has been a good year for the Gondola. The longer 45 minute 
cruise will be reintroduced, and a Swallows and Amazons Themed cruise 
will be introduced. 

• The jetty at Monk Coniston has been removed.  The jetty at Parkamoor, 
once scheduled for removal is now being repaired. 

• Visitor numbers at Tarn Hows are lower than in previous years, this is 
related to the poor weather we have experienced this year. 

• Cathedral Cavern. Increased visitor numbers coupled with a lack of visitor 
infrastructure has made this an increasingly problematic issue for 
Tilberthwaite and Little Langdale. It was suggested that a shuttle bus 
between Coniston and Cathedral Caverns might provide a sustainable 
solution to address the traffic congestion.  A comprehensive solution is 
being arrived at being led by the Lake District National Park. 

• Coniston Hall Campsite. The National Park is working with the tenant to 
identify and establish good practice before a new licence will be issued. 

 
Coniston Business Forum: 
A grant application for marketing support has been submitted to Westmorland 
and Furness Council, but this will be considered in the new financial year. 
 
Comments or Representations from members of the public in relation to any item 
on the agenda. 
 
Concerns related to the planning applications 7/2024/5605 (7 Collingwood 
Close) and 7/2024/5526 (Site at Little Moss) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
377/2024 
 
 
 
 
378/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
379/2024 
 

Planning Applications 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5605 
Location:  7, Collingwood Close, Coniston, LA21 8DZ 
Proposal To create a level access from the sun room with a raised    
                        patio/decking, a new 1.1m balustrade will be provided at the edge  
                        and to raise the height of the fence to approximately 2m above  
                        the new patio/decked area 
RESOLVED:   Object 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5526 
Location:  Site at Little Moss, Coniston, LA21 8DT 
Proposal:  New local occupancy dwelling 
RESOLVED:   Object 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5595 
Location:  Brooklands, Little Langdale, Ambleside, LA22 9NT 
Proposal:  Approval of details reserved by condition no. 6 & 7 (windows and  
                        doors) on planning permission 7/2022/5387 (Upgrade, extension  
                        and reconfiguration of existing house) 
                        No decision required. 
 
NOTED:          The following grants of planning permission 
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380/2024 
 

Application: 7/2024/5100 
Proposal: Replacement domestic garage 
Location: Land adjacent to Beck Foot, Haws Bank, Coniston, LA21 8AR 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5395 
Location:  Low Bank Ground Outdoor Centre, Coniston, LA21 8AA 
Proposal:  Provision of new boat storage building adjacent existing boat 
house 
 
Proposed diversion of footpath  
 
Reference: Footpath 512021 
Location: Heathwaite, Coniston, LA21 8HE 
RESOLVED:   To support the proposed diversion and hard surfaced path.  
 

381/2024 Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
The Women’s Institute have undertaken the planting of native bulbs, and plants 
along the verge at the playground.  Wildflower seeds have been sown on the 
Green and outside the graveyard on Old Furness Road. 
 
The application to the Sir John Fisher Foundation was unsuccessful, the 
application to the Rawdon Smtih Trust has been delayed until the Trusts next 
meeting in March.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

382/2024 Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
The toilets are closed in November.  A residual problem with the Healthmatic 
lock needs to be addressed.  The clerk will contact Healthmatic to explore the 
possibility of a maintenance contract.  
 

 

383/2024 Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
The recent consultation exercise conducted by Westmorland and Furness 
Council on the enhanced 20mph scheme proposed by Coniston Parish Council 
has been concluded.  The response was overwhelmingly in support of a 20mph 
zone and for that zone to be extended to include Bowmanstead.  The next step 
is for the extended scheme to gain approval from Westmorland and Furness 
Councils’ South Lakeland Locality Board on the 29th January 2025 in order to 
progress to statutory consultation and advertisement of the Traffic Regulation 
Order.   
   

 

384/2024 Climate, Nature and Community 
 
Dow How 
Tree guards have been established around the apple trees.  The trees with 
suspected ash dieback are to be inspected by a tree surgeon to provide a 
recommended course of action.  
 
Community Orchard.   
Unfortunately, when the details of the proposed licence to occupy a portion of 
Lands Field were examined it was considered unfeasible for an orchard to be 
established that would be capable of being managed as a community orchard. 
The Parish Council withdrew its interest in pursuing the matter further.  
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Community Pantry 
The Clerk updated the meeting on the proposal to enter into an agreement with 
Fareshare to take over the Pantry.  It is unlikely that this will be established 
before 2025.  An application has been made to Westmorland and Furness’ 
Household Support Fund for a grant to continue to support the Pantry.   
 

385/2024 Coniston Neighbourhood Plan 
 
The review of the plan needs to co-ordinate with the Lake District National Park’s 
Development Plan.  Planning, and Action for Communities in Cumbria (ACT), will 
be invited to attend a future meeting to discuss how our Neighbourhood Plan 
can work effectively to support our aims.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
386/2024 

Parish Bench Report 
 
Tod Coates, Lengthsman, had conducted a thorough inspection of the benches 
maintained by the Parish Council.   
 
In the first instance the Parish Council has chosen to focus on those benches 
that have the most pressing need for repair, removal or replacement. 
 
RESOLVED: For the Clerk to contact the original donors of the benches to ask if 
they would like to fund repair or replacement.  If after 28 days, there are no 
parties willing to fund remedial action then he is asked to commission the 
following course action. 

 
Bench Number Proposed Action 

6 To be repaired 
7 To be repaired 

10 Presently derelict.  Costs of 
repair/replacement to be identified. 

14 To be repaired  
16 To be repaired 

20 
Costs to be identified before further action 
determined 

21 Costs to be identified before further action 
determined 

24 To be removed 
  

 

387/2024 Emergency Planning 
 
The Emergency Preparedness Leaflet is at the printers, a draft will then be 
circulated and amended before a wider print run and distribution around the 
parish. 
 
An induction session needs to be organised for those people who have 
volunteered to help during emergencies.   
 
As part of a drive toward preparedness residents are asked to report empty grit 
bins, blocked gullies and darkened streetlights to Westmorland and Furness 
Council.  
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388/2024 Councillor Matters 
 
Councillor Coward invited parish councillors to become trustees of the Coniston 
Amenities Fund.  Councillors Butcher, Lea, Dixon and Adams will provide 
information to enable Councillor Coward to register them as trustees with the 
Charity Commission. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

389/2024 
 
 
 
 

390/2024 

Financial Matters 
 
NOTED: The following receipts 
 

• K2B Donation (Defibrillator)                       £1,348.00 

• Nayax (Toilets)                                   £262.07 
 
RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts 

 

• M Dearnley (Clerk)     £558.80 

• M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)                £20.00 

• Jigsaw (Cleaning Services)    £537.91 

• M Dearnley (Reimbursement Christmas Trees)  £200.00 

• Coniston Ground Care                                                 £1,740.00 

• Water Plus (Direct Debit)                                                £103.30 

• SSE Energy (Direct Debit)      £98.14 

• SSE Energy (Direct Debit)      £82.81 
 

 

391/2024 Consultations and Campaigns 
 
None. 
 

 

392/2024 Correspondence 
 

Westmorland and Furness 
Council 

• Council launches survey to shape future 
support for third sector organisations 

• £370,000 grant confirmed to support major 
school decarbonisation study 

• Westmorland and Furness Council are 
winter ready, are you? 

• Greening Businesses scheme now open for 
applications 

• Libraries call for shipyard memories to bring 
history to life 

• Cabinet approves sale of land for affordable 
housing development 

• Council introduces new Customer Charter 

• Jubilee Bridge improvements reach final 
stage 

• Funding awarded to tackle the sticky issue 
of chewing gum on streets 

• Council taking action following storm 
damage at Earnse Bay 

• Cumbria Tourism Research Update 

• South Lakeland Food Providers Leaflet 

• New solar farm sparks greener future for 
council 
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• Two new Cabinet members appointed 

• New Public Space Protection Orders 
approved to boost community safety 

• Council proudly displays symbolic red 
poppy for Remembrance 

• Council committed to offering free bus travel 
for pass holders 

• Council continues support for council tax 
and housing costs for those in need 

• Public Space Protection Orders - New 
Consultation for Westmorland and Furness 

• Funding available for the South Lakeland 
Area 

• Safety improvements start today on 
Junction 37 of the M6 

CALC • AGM report 

• Local Government Services Pay Agreement 
2024/25 

• Legal bulletin - 4 November 2024 
Rural Services Network Newsletter: 22nd October, 29th October, 5th 

November, and 12th November 
South Lakeland Area 
Support 

Pension Credit Information (for dissemination) 

Phil Johnston Details of Licence for Lands Field Orchard 
South Cumbria Rivers Trust Newsletter 
Judith Myers Information regarding trees at Dow How 
Chas Sargeant Information regarding apple trees at Dow How 
Will Hinchcliffe, LDNPA Notice of Intention to Temporarily Prohibit 

Traffic over Footpaths and Bridleways in 
Grizedale Forest, Whinlatter Forest and 
Wythop Woods 

Jack Holmes Coniston Water Association Minutes 
Torver Parish Council Agenda 7th November 
Cumbria Constabulary October Newsletters: Ulverston, Low Furness, 

High Furness & Grange, Lakes and Lakes 
Rural 

National Association of Civil 
Officers 

NACO Newsletter 6th November 2024 

Rural Funding Digest November Newsletter 
Katie Dawson John Ruskin School Events Diary 
Hawkshead Parish Council  Draft Minutes 15th October  

Agenda 19th November 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

393/2024 Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 9th December 
in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.     
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 9:07pm 
 
………………………………….                              ………………………………………………… 
Date             Signed & Approved by (Chair) 


