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Coniston Parish Council 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 21st October 2024 
 
Present: Councillors: T Coward, J Buller, L Dixon, L Lea, D Adams, and R McCracken 

Clerk: M Dearnley 
   Present: one member of the public 
 

Minute 
Number 

 
Action 

By 

 
 

342/2024 

Apologies 
 
None. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

343/2024 

Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

344/2024 

Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
None. 
 

 

 
345/2024 

Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meeting held on 16th September were accepted 
as a true and accurate record. 
 

 

 
 

346/2024 

Matters Arising 
 
None. 
 

 

347/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Participation 
 
Cllr Pender (Westmorland and Furness) reported that she has been working on: 

• Long term planning for the X112 bus service 

• Winter Preparedness issues: road surface clearing for Lake Road to 
enable school buses to access the school. 

• Road improvements at Bowmansted 

• Meeting with Electricity North West with a particular focus on emergency 
planning.   

 
Lake District National Park: 
Simon Hill provided an update: 

• Boat hire will be available from the Boating Centre through much of the 
winter. 

• Toilets at the Boating Centre and Ruskin Avenue will stay open through 
the winter.  Ruskin Avenue toilets will be locked each evening by staff at 
the Tourist Information Centre.  
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348/2024 
 
 
 
 

National Trust: 
No report. 
 
Coniston Business Forum: 
A grant application for marketing support has been submitted. A meeting is to be 
scheduled as autumn provides business owners the opportunity to meet again. 
 
Comments or Representations from members of the public in relation to any item 
on the agenda. 
 
There were none. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
349/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
350/2024 
 
 
 
 
351/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
352/2024 
 
353/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Applications 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5514 
Location:  Tent Lodge Cottage, Coniston, LA21 8AA 
Proposal:  The use of Tent Lodge Cottage as three holiday let units known  
                        as Tent Lodge Cottage, Grizedale and 'Wetherlam 
RESPONSE:  No Response 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5542 
Location:  Former Bank, Church Bridge, Coniston, LA21 8EN 
Proposal:  Change of use of former bank building to a dwelling with external     
                        alterations 
RESPONSE:   Support 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5528 
Location:  4, Beck Yeat, Coniston, LA21 8HT 
Proposal:  Extensions and alterations to an existing dwelling 
RESPONSE:   OBJECTION 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5525 
Location:  The Ruskin Museum, Yewdale Road, Coniston, LA21 8DU 
Proposal:  Discharge of condition regarding removal of Bluebird for more  
                        than 28 days  
NOTED:          For Information Only 
 
NOTED:          The following grants of planning permission 
 
Reference: 7/2024/5412 
Location: Holywath, Coniston, LA21 8HN 
Proposal: Erection of a new garage with a workshop area 
 
Reference: 7/2024/5415 
Location: Hawes Bank Cottage, Coniston, LA21 8AP 
Proposal: Change of use from one bed unit ancillary to main house to one  
                        bed holiday let 
 
Reference: 7/2023/5421 
Location: Site at Little Moss, Coniston, LA21 8DT 
Proposal: New local occupancy dwelling 
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354/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
355/2024 

Reference: 7/2024/5411 
Location: Shelt Ghyll, Coniston, LA21 8AW 
Proposal: Replacement of storm damaged corrugated metal and asbestos   
                        sheeting with traditional Westmorland green slate roof, and   
                        extensions and alterations (part retrospective). 
 
Reference: 7/2024/5416 
Location: 7 Collingwood Close, Coniston, LA21 8DZ 
Proposal: Extension to the side of the property, attic conversion and a new  
                        solid roof over the existing conservatory. 
 
NOTED:          The following unsuccessful appeal to the Planning Inspectorate 
 
Reference: E/2020/0140 
Location: Land to the north and south of The Boat House, Bank Ground  
                        Farm, Coniston LA21 8AA 
 
Proposed diversion of footpath  
 
Reference: Footpath 512021 
Location: Heathwaite, Coniston, LA21 8HE 
RESOLVED:   To object to the proposed alteration as described by the Lake  
                        District National Park.   
 

356/2024 Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
The new ‘no dog’ signage was agreed.  This is to be commissioned from 
Cumbria Laser Art based in Hawkshead.  The Women’s Institute are undertaking 
a planting of native bulbs, plants along the verge at the playground.  It was 
recognised that this was a large stretch of land and it will take a few years of 
investment to create a good display.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

357/2024 Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
There are minor works scheduled for the period after the toilets are closed in 
November.   
 
There have been a number of justifiable complaints relating to the condition of 
the toilets.  The condition directly relates to low-level vandalism and poor 
behaviour on the part of some people.  Jigsaw Cleaning have stepped up their 
efforts to ensure that the toilets will meet acceptable standards in the final weeks 
of operation.   
 

 

358/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
It was noted that Westmorland and Furness Council have committed to topping 
up all grit bins before commencing their winter preparedness campaign.  
Facebook to be used to ask residents to check that: 

• Grit bins have been topped up 

• All gullies near their properties are clear of debris and are 
draining freely 

• Streetlamps are in good working order 
Any of these failings are to be reported directly to Highways (or Coniston Parish 
Council for certain streetlamps) 
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The drains on Yewdale Road have been cleared.   
 
It was determined that councillors needed time to consider the recommendations 
of the report prepared by the Lengthsman before making any decisions 
regarding the future of some benches in the parish.  This will be a stand-alone 
item at the next meeting to ensure that a resolution can be reached to ensure 
that our assets do not present an ongoing risk to users.    
   

359/2024 Climate, Nature and Community 
 
Dow How 
The Council agreed to arrange for suitable tree guards to be erected around the 
apple trees on Dow How.  Coniston Ground Care to action.  It had been reported 
that older trees on Dow How were displaying symptoms of Ash Dieback.  
Coniston Ground Care will inspect the trees and make recommendations. 
 
Community Orchard.   
As the prospect of establishing a community orchard is becoming an ever more 
likely prospect there will be a meeting of the Community Orchard Group to 
consider the offer made by Mr Johnston to licence the use of the land for the 
purpose of establishing an orchard.  It was recognised that the use of a licence 
rather than a lease was sub-optimal, but it was considered desirable to include 
the Orchard Group in any future planning.   
 
Christmas Lights 
The Parish Council, working in partnership with the Christmas Lights Committee, 
has agreed to provide all three Christmas trees and have them delivered by 
Sunday, 10th November in advance of the trees and lights being erected on 
Tuesday, 12th November in anticipation of a switch on Friday, 22nd November.   
 
Neighbourhood Plan.   
Copies of the existing plan were distributed.  This is a major project and all 
councillors were keen to be involved.  Initially it was thought that a meeting with 
Carole Barr, Action with Communities in Cumbria (ACT) and possibly the 
Planning Officers from the Lake District National Park Authority would be helpful. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

360/2024 Emergency Planning 
 
Working with the Emergency Planning Group the Chair had reviewed and 
rewritten the existing Emergency Plan to better reflect local need and ability to 
respond.  Westmorland and Furness and Action with Communities in Cumbria 
have agreed to review the new plan.   
 
Community Volunteer bags have been prepared in line with the decision made 
by the Emergency Planning Group to recruit a group of individuals who will be 
able to support the work of the Group, with a specially focus on communications, 
and supporting the work of the Resilience Hub.   
 
The store is now better equipped for an emergency.  A list of the core items that 
are available to loan out to members of the community in need is to be compiled 
and circulated at a future meeting and included in the leaflet.   
 
United Utilities have finally cleared Church Beck of the several fallen trees that 
had blocked the watercourse.  
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361/2024 Councillor Matters 
 
Councillor Dixon raised a concern that there is no recycling point for lightbulbs in 
the parish.  The clerk to contact Westmorland and Furness Council for more 
information.  
 
Councillor Adams will report a water run-off issue on Walna Scar Road to 
Highways.   
 

 
 
 

MD 
 
 

DA 

 
 

362/2024 
 
 
 
 
 

363/2024 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

364/2024 
 

365/2024 
 
 

366/2024 
 

Financial Matters 
 
NOTED: The following receipts 
 

• Nayax (Public Conveniences)   £423.68 

• National Lottery                   £20,000.00 

• Bank Interest      £261.01 
 
RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts 

 

• T Coates (Lengthsman)    £225.19 

• M Dearnley (Clerk)     £558.80 

• M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)               £20.00 

• Jigsaw (Cleaning Services)    £520.56 

• Boston Seeds (Playground Planting)   £368.99 

• Stephen Stalker (Gate & Christmas Tree Stand)   £2,140.00 

• Direct 365 (Defibrillator and Cabinet)                  £1,617.60 

• Moore                  £252.00 

• SSE Energy (Direct Debit)      £85.56 
 
RESOLVED: To make a donation of £200 to the Friends of the X112. 
 
RESOLVED: To make a donation of £300 to the Coniston and Crake Benefice  
                      Magazine. 
 
NOTED:        The external auditor’s report and certificate 2023/24. 
 

 

367/2024 Consultations and Campaigns 
 
None. 
 

 

368/2024 Correspondence 
 
Not circulated. 

 
 
 
 

369/2024 
 

Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 18th 
November in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.     
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 8:36pm 
 
………………………………….                              ………………………………………………… 
Date             Signed & Approved by (Chair) 


