Coniston Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council

held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at

7pm on Monday, 16" September 2024

Present: Councillors: T Coward, J Buller, L Dixon, and R McCracken
Clerk: M Dearnley
Present: six members of the public
Minute Action
Number By
Apologies
321/2024 | RESOLVED: To accept apologies from Cllr D Adams, and CliIr L Lea.
Requests for Dispensations.
322/2024 | None.
Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items
323/2024
None.
Minutes
AGREED: The minutes of the meeting held on 19" August were accepted as a
324/2024
true and accurate record.
Matters Arising
325/2024 | None.
326/2024 | Public Participation

Clir Pender (Westmorland and Furness) reported that she has been working on:

o Long term planning for the X112 bus service

o Challenging unreasonable demands from tenants from letting agencies

o The multi-agency management plan being developed to support Stang
End/Tilbethwaite/Little Langdale/Hodge Close

o Road improvements at Bowmansted

o Meeting with Fibrus about road closures and broadband improvements

Lake District National Park:
No report from officers.

National Trust:
Laura Ruxton attended the meeting and reported on a wide range of activity
within the National Trust including letting properties in the parish.

The Trust has been active involving the community, including school children, to

plant fields at Far End and Monk Coniston to create diverse traditional meadows.
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327/2024

Coniston Hall Campsite.

National Trust officers have met with the Licensing Officer and the Tenant. The
Licensing Officer has outlined stricter requirements for the Tenant to comply with
including: to introduce a booking system, to have a minimum of 6 metres
between each pitch, to review behaviour management systems, for the Tenant
to visit the National Trust Campsite at High Wray to identify features of good
practice that might be incorporated at Coniston Hall.

These are positive steps; however, it is anticipated that next year will be a
challenging year for the Tenant, especially as there is a tradition of campers
arriving on site without a reservation. The introduction of a booking system will
result in some of these campers being turned away. This needs to be managed
carefully to avoid displacing campers into unsuitable areas for fly camping.

Councillor McCracken requested a copy of the License for the Camp Site,
including the National Trust’s terms and special conditions. Ms Ruxton would
seek advice on whether this could be provided. He also highlighted the poor
access to the site and requested that any site management plan should include
access as an important feature.

Councillor Coward asked whether the site could provide recycling facilities,
however, all waste disposal is the responsibility of the Tenant.

The Clerk asked whether the large extension to the area used by the farm for
camping was a good idea given the challenges the Tenant will be facing to
introduce the changes detailed by Ms Ruxton. She confirmed that this is up to
the Tenant.

Coniston Business Forum:
A grant application for marketing support has been submitted. A meeting is to be
scheduled as autumn provides business owners the opportunity to meet again.

Representations were made in relation to the parking issues on Ruskin Avenue/
The Garth. Several members of the public attended in addition to written
representations. They described the parking conditions on these roads as
atrocious, a situation created or exacerbated by the prospect of free parking, a
seeming lack of will (or ability) to enforce, and greater numbers of vehicles in the
village centre. Options were discussed including a Residents’ Parking Scheme.
The Chair will refer these concerns to Westmorland and Furness’ Highways
Team to ask if they have any suggestions to measure the scale of the problem,
or to alleviate it. Mr Kelly will contact residents to survey whether they share the
concerns expressed at the meeting and what solutions they would propose.

328/2024

329/2024

Planning Applications

Application:  7/2024/5100

Proposal: Replacement domestic garage

Location: Land adjacent to Beck Foot, Haws Bank, Coniston, LA21 8AR
RESPONSE: No objection

Reference:  7/2024/5395

Location: Low Bank Ground Outdoor Centre, Coniston, LA21 8AA

Proposal: Provision of new boat storage building adjacent existing boat
house

RESPONSE: No objection
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330/2024 | NOTED: The following grants of planning permission
Reference:  7/2024/5391
Location: Haws Bank Cottage, Haws Bank, Coniston, LA21 8AP
Proposal: Free standing single storey open sided garden room with
enclosed store to the rear.
Reference:  7/2024/5172
Location: Lands Field, Yewdale Road, Coniston
Proposal: Creation of coach and car park, public bus stop, erection of
building to accommodate e-bike hire, toilet and information
facilities, and associated infrastructure and landscaping.
Reference:  7/2024/5396
Location: Former Railway Platform, Old Furness Road, Coniston, LA21
8HU
Proposal: Creation of car parking for Mountain Rescue team parking
331/2024 | Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership
The annual playground inspection having been circulated was discussed. There
are no urgent matters to address, however, there are a number of issues
highlighted that should be corrected before they become urgent. The Clerk to
discuss with the Lengthsman to prioritise work over the Autumn/Winter/Spring.
The National Lottery funding application for the replacement of all or part of the
playground was successful. This adds a further £20,000 to the funds being
reserved for playground renewal. Additional sources of funding are being
actively pursued.
The Partnership plan to begin a programme of planting along the grass verge
was agreed. Clerk to liaise and order bulbs, plug plants, etc.
332/2024 | Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets
There are minor works scheduled for the period after the toilets are closed in
November. There were no new issues or matters to report.
333/2024 | Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues

Tod Coates, Lengthsman, had completed an audit of the benches held by the
Parish Council; this will be presented at the next meeting.

The streetlamp at the bottom of the Brow Steps is scheduled for inspection by
Optech to identify the cause of it malfunction.

The traffic issue at Bowmanstead has been the focus of a number of site
meetings. These have been very positive, Victoria Upton and Steph Davis-
Johnston, Westmorland and Furness Highways Officers, will consider a range of
possible strategies to mitigate the impact of a challenging stretch of highway and
report back.

The issue of road marking at the junction of Tilberthwaite Avenue and Yewdale
Road was raised. The Clerk has been instructed to send a pre-judicial letter to
Highways in an attempt to speed up the completion of remedial work.
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The Lengthsman has worked on the Campbell Memorial and the area around it
to make it both safer and tidier.

334/2024 | Climate, Nature and Community
Community Orchard. The prospect of establishing a community orchard is
becoming an ever more likely possibility. The only concern was to ensure that
the tenure on the land was secure for a sufficiently long period that the
establishment of an orchard would necessitate.
Defibrillator. The clerk is attempting to source a reasonably priced suitable
defibrillator to site at the Fire Station.
Wildflower Areas. The maintenance schedule was discussed. The flowers will
be allowed to remain to enable them the greater chance of setting seed for next
year.
Neighbourhood Plan. Copies of the existing plan will be distributed at the next
meeting.
335/2024 | Emergency Planning
Following the most recent meeting of the Emergency Planning Group. The Clerk
is to complete the purchase of resources to use the Cumbria Foundation Grant.
The Chair is revising the Plan and agreed Protocols for operation during
emergency situations. The Chair is also drafting a leaflet to distribute to the
community to encourage them to prepare for emergencies, to brief them
regarding the where to seek support, etc.
336/2024 | Councillor Matters
None.
Financial Matters
337/2024 | NOTED: The following receipts
¢ Nayax (Public Conveniences) £356.87
338/2024 | RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts
¢ T Coates (Lengthsman) £344.99
e M Dearnley (Clerk) £558.80
e M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance) £20.00
e Thomas Graham (Public Conveniences) £101.14
¢ Jigsaw (Cleaning Services) £590.97
e Finger Prints (Local Plan) £123.10
¢ Playsafe Limited (Playground Inspection) £112.80
¢ Coniston Institute (Room Hire) £67.50
¢ Marc Callan (Quarryman) £11,200.00
¢ DM Barlow (Haulier) £684.00
e SSE Energy (Direct Debit) £85.56
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339/2024

Consultations and Campaigns
NOTED: The following consultations and campaigns:
e Westmorland and Furness: 20mph Scheme Consultation

e WHP Telecoms Ltd: Proposed upgrade of mobile infrastructure, High
Man, Grizedale, Coniston

340/2024

Correspondence

Not circulated.

341/2024

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 215 October
in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.

This will be preceded by a meeting of the Coniston Amenities Fund meeting at
6:30pm.

The meeting closed at 8:36pm

Signed & Approved by (Chair)
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