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Coniston Parish Council 
AMDG 

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council  
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at 

7pm on Monday, 19th August 2024 
 
Present: Councillors: T Coward, J Buller, D Adams, L Lea, L Dixon, R McCracken 

Clerk: M Dearnley 
   Present: Cllr S Pender, 2 members of the public 
 

Minute 
Number 

 
Action 

By 

 
 

294/2024 

Apologies 
 
None. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

295/2024 

Requests for Dispensations. 
 
None. 
 

 

296/2024 

Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items 
 
None. 
 

 

 
297/2024 

Minutes 
 
AGREED: The minutes of the meeting held on 17th June were accepted as a 
true and accurate record, with an amendment to provide additional information 
relating to the items raised under Matters Arising. 
 

 

 
 

298/2024 

Matters Arising 
 
NOTED: Councillor Adams asked that additional written record could be 
provided in relation to the items he raised at the July meeting.  This was agreed. 
 

 

299/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Participation 
 
Cllr Pender (Westmorland and Furness) reported: 
 

• Draft Little Langdale and Great Langdale Visitor plan has been 
circulated, please respond. 

• Ulverston Library Consultation ongoing, parishes are encouraged to 
respond. 

• Wilder Arts Exhibition, Hawkshead. All are encouraged to visit.  

• Lake District National Parish barbeque ‘meet and greet’.  Further 
meetings are planned for more in-depth discussion with parishes. 

• Cllr Pender has made a grant of £500 to the Coniston and Crake 
Benefice newsletter. 

• Work relating to the Winter Gritting review is ongoing.  

• Safety review underway to consider improved signage after a site 
meeting at Bowmanstead.  
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300/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
301/2024 

Lake District National Park: 
No report from officers, however, the Chair reported that the event to meet the 
new Chief Executive was very positive and will prove a springboard for future 
meetings where issues can be addressed in more depth.   
 
National Trust: 
Simon Hill reported on estate matters, visitor activity, Coniston Hall Camp Site, 
and Monk Coniston jetty. 
 
Visitor numbers are lower than in previous years, Tarn Hows will be receiving 
new signage ready for 2025, the Gondola has been performing well despite a 
number of technical issues. 
 
Monk Coniston jetty.  Upon investigation it became clear that replacement and 
repair would cost approximately £30,000; this is more than the Parish Council is 
able to commit, however, if the National Park are fundraising to replace the jetty 
it would be happy to contribute to the continued provision of a well used local 
amenity. 
 
Coniston Hall Camp Site has been the subject of a number of complaints.  
These range from the poor behaviour of campers walking to and from the village, 
accusations of drunkenness, drug dealing and unruly camping.  Mr Hill distanced 
the National Trust from the activities of their tenant, but they will be working with 
them to review aspects of the booking system.  The clerk was asked to contact 
Mr Hill to invite him and Ms Ruxton to the next meeting to discuss a more robust 
approach to the manner in which the camp is managed. 
 
Coniston Business Forum: 
No report as the last meeting had been cancelled.  
 
Representations were made in relation to the planning application 7/2024/5416 7 
Collingwood Close, Coniston.   
 
Mr Carrol, Vice Chair of the Coniston Institute, addressed the meeting to express 
his disappointment at the Trustee’s perceived lack of support from the Parish 
Council, especially during the negotiations with Mr Smith for the return of the 
craft to Coniston.  He stressed that the return of Bluebird has had a significant 
impact on the Coniston Institute and a positive impact on the economy and 
profile of Coniston as a whole, and that this should have been more actively 
supported by the Parish Council.   
 
The Chair responded by stating that the Parish Council supported the Coniston 
Institute, but that it was obliged to raise questions on behalf of the wider 
community regarding the risks being, both financial and otherwise regarding the 
course of action pursued by the Institute.  It is pleased with the successful 
outcome and would like to move forward positively.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
302/2024 
 

Planning Applications 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5396 
Location:  Former Railway Platform, Old Furness Road, Coniston, LA21  
                        8HU 
Proposal:  Creation of car parking for Mountain Rescue team parking 
RESPONSE:   Support 
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303/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
304/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
305/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
306/2024 
 
307/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
308/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reference:  7/2024/5391 
Location:  Haws Bank Cottage, Haws Bank, Coniston, Westmorland and  
                        Furness, LA21 8AP 
Proposal:  Free standing single storey open sided garden room with  
                        enclosed store to the rear. 
RESPONSE:   Objection 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5415 
Location:  Haws Bank Cottage, Haws Bank, Coniston, LA21 8AP 
Proposal:  Change of use from one bed unit ancillary to main house to one  
                        bed holiday let 
RESPONSE: Objection 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5411 
Location:  Shelt Ghyll, Haws Bank, Coniston, LA21 8AW 
Proposal:  Replacement of storm damaged corrugated metal and asbestos  
                        sheeting with traditional Westmorland green slate roof 
RESPONSE:   Support 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5416 
Location:  7 Collingwood Close, Coniston, Cumbria LA21 8DZ 
Proposal:  Extension to the side of the property, attic conversion and a new  
                        solid roof over the existing conservatory. 
RESPONSE:   Objection 
 
NOTED:         The following grant of planning permission 
 
Reference: 7/2024/5197 
Location:  Land north of Bluebird Lodge, Coniston, LA21 8AJ 
Proposal: Erection of local occupancy detached house 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5161 
Location: Tarn Hows Main Car Park, Tarn Hows, Coniston 
Proposal: To create a permanent Visitor Welcome Point 
 
Reference: 7/2024/5229 
Location: Barn House, Coniston, LA21 8HW 
Proposal: Demolition of existing garage. Erection of replacement garden  
                        room/gym 
 
Reference:  7/2023/5771 
Location: Lawson Park, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8AD 
Proposal: Conversion and extension of workshop to provide dwelling house  
                        for use in association with existing facilities 
 
NOTED:          The following withdrawal of application for planning permission 
 
Reference: 7/2024/5306 
Location:  7, Collingwood Close, Coniston, LA21 8DZ 
Proposal:  Extension to the side of the property, attic conversion and a new  
                        solid roof over the existing conservatory 
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309/2024 
 
 
 
 

NOTED:          The refusal to grant planning permission 
 
Reference:  7/2024/5224 
Location: Hills Garage, Coniston, LA21 8EN 
Proposal: Fan extract installation (Retrospective) 
 

310/2024 Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership 
 
The work on the dry stone wall (linear habitat) had been completed.  Work on 
the gate is being completed.  Action in relation to the bug hotel, raised beds, 
planting alongside the road, and other activities designed to enhance and 
diversify the natural habitat are making progress.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

311/2024 Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets 
 
There were no new issues or matters to report.   
 

 

312/2024 Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues 
 
Tod Coates, Lengthsman, had completed an audit of the benches held by the 
Parish Council; this will be presented at the next meeting.  
 
The streetlamp at the bottom of the Brow Steps has been reported as not 
working, as this has only relatively recently been replaced it is hoped that this 
will be included under the warranty.  
 
The traffic issue at Bowmanstead is being addressed, Cllr Pender, the clerk and 
a number of residents met with a Westmorland and Furness officer to outline the 
issues.  
 
The issue of road marking at the junction of Tilberthwaite Avenue and Yewdale 
Road was raised.  This is awaiting repainting and the cones/signs being used 
are as much of an encumbrance as they are a help, especially to bus and large 
vehicle drivers.  This requires a more robust representation Cllr McCracken will 
draft a response highlighting how this is a failure on the part of the Highways 
Authority.   
 
The issue of poor parking on roads such as Old Furness Road, and Station 
Road was raised, it is hoped that more robust enforcement action would help. 
 
The National Park Authority will be asked to cut back the trees which obscure 
the ‘residents only’ sign. 
   

 

286/2024 Climate, Nature and Community 
 
Community Pantry.  The clerk updated the meeting on the progress made to 
take the Community Pantry under the Fareshare Organisation.  This is now 
unlikely to replace existing arrangements before Christmas due to operational 
difficulties being experienced by Fareshare.   
 
Defibrillator. The clerk is attempting to source a reasonably priced suitable 
defibrillator to site at the Fire Station.  
 
Monk Coniston Jetty.  The survey conducted by Jetties and Moorings on behalf 
of the National Trust recommends a total replacement of the jetty.  The cost of 
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replacement would be £30,000.  This would not be a good use of Parish Council 
funds.  The clerk to communicate with the National Trust that we are no longer in 
a position to take a lead in repair and maintenance of their jetty, but that we 
would contribute to a fund to help them do so.  
 
Community Orchard.  The recent grant application was unsuccessful; however, 
the orchard project will still proceed with existing earmarked funds.  The clerk to 
liaise with the Chair to identify a date for the Coniston Orchard Group to 
reconvene. 
 

314/2024 Emergency Planning 
 
The date of the next meeting will be circulated when it has been established.  
Resources to equip the community to better address emergencies in a more 
resilient manner are to be purchased.  
 

 

315/2024 Councillor Matters 
 
Cllr Dixon: Noted that many properties in the village are more than a little 
overgrown, notably the hedges on Tilberthwaite Avenue, but generally there is a 
prevalence of weeds outside houses and businesses that seem to show a lack 
of ‘pride’ in Coniston.  Hopefully this is a matter that the Parish Council might be 
able to address.   
 

 

 
 
316/2024 
 
 
317/2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

317/2024 

Financial Matters 
 
NOTED: The following receipts 

• Nayax (Public Conveniences)   £229.50 
 
RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts 

 

• T Coates (Lengthsman)    £397.99 

• M Dearnley (Clerk)     £558.80 

• M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance)     £20.00 

• M Dearnley (Microsoft 360)                 £79.99 

• M Dearnley (Laptop)                £709.98 

• Teknik Computers (IT)     £530.00 

• Fiona Ebbs (Internal Audit)    £100.00 

• Jon Oldham (removal of planters)   £432.00 

• Janice Johnston (Far End maintenance)  £246.00 

• Steven Allen (Waller)                        £7,590.00 

• Coniston Sports and Social Club   £986.52 
 
NOTED: The first quarter accounts 2024/25. 
 

 

 
 
318/2024 

Consultations and Campaigns 
 
NOTED: The following consultations and campaigns: 
 
• Cumbria Constabulary: Operation Enhance. 
• Westmorland and Furness: Playground Strategy. 
• Lake District National Park: Active Travel Project Consultation. 
• NALC (National Association of Local Councils) Community Safety  
            Campaign Survey 
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319/2024 Correspondence 
 

Rural Services 
Network 

Bulletin 16.7.24, 23.7.24, 6.8.24, 13.8.24 
Funding Digest (August) 

Westmorland and 
Furness Council 

Local Nature Recovery Strategy Newsletter,  
Libraries News 
South Lakeland: Town Parish Council 
Newsletter 

Lake District National 
Park 

Newsletter: safe swimming 

Cumbria 
Constabulary 

His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary 
and Fire and Rescue Services (HMICFRS) 
Police effectiveness, efficiency and 
legitimacy (PEEL) inspection 
Fraud Prevention Newsletter, July 2024 
Lakes and Lakes Rural July Newsletter 
Ulverston, Furness and Grange July 
Newsletter 

Lakes Parish Council Council meeting agenda 31.7.24 

Cumbria Community 
Foundation 

August newsletter 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 320/2024 
 

Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 16th 
September in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.   
   

 

 
 
The meeting closed at 9:14pm 
 
………………………………….                              ………………………………………………… 
Date             Signed & Approved by (Chair) 
 


