Coniston Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council

held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at

7pm on Monday, 15" July 2024

Present: Councillors: T Coward, J Buller, D Adams, L Lea, L Dixon, R McCracken
Clerk: M Dearnley
Present: Clir S Pender
Minute Action
Number By
Apologies
273/2024 | None.
Requests for Dispensations.
274/2024 | None.
Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items
275/2024
None.
Minutes
NOTED: The minutes of the meeting held on 17th June were accepted as a true
276/2024
and accurate record.
Matters Arising
276/2024 | NOTED: Councillor Adams asked that we consider additional measures to be
taken to safeguard the toilets from vandalism; and requested an explanation for
the transfer of the funds from the Parish Council to Coniston Sports and Social
Club.
277/2024 | Public Participation

Clir Pender (Westmorland and Furness) reported:

e The Council had made a £20,000 donation to enhance the X12 bus
service,

e The emergency road closure process is potentially being abused by utility
companies such as Firbrus,

¢ Work permits for young people are being advocated, and enforced,
locally,

e There is a community art exhibition at the Beatrix Potter Gallery,
Hawkshead,

e The Lake District National Park Authority has invited all parish councillors
to meet the new Chief Executive and to air issues,

e Ulverston Library consultation is underway,

e Ward member and boundary changes are to be consulted upon.

e John Ruskin needs IT equipment and is working to raise £30,000. They

1

............ Date ............. Chair Initials




are advised to apply to the Coniston Amenities Fund.

278/2024 | There were no comments or representations made by members of the public.
Planning Applications
279/2024 | NOTED: The following grant of planning permission
Reference: 7/2024/5223
Location: Hills Garage, Broughton Road, Coniston, LA21 8EN
Proposal: Single pole sign. No internal illumination apart from the price
numerals
Reference: 7/2024/5112
Location: Long Crag House, Coniston, LA21 8HQ
Proposal: Proposed alterations and refurbishment of existing property
including addition of air source heat pump
280/2024 | NOTED: The following certificate of lawfulness refused
Reference: 7/2023/5209
Location: Hawes Bank Cottage, Coniston, LA21 8AP
Proposal: Free standing single storey open sided garden room with
enclosed store to the rear. Total area 28.5m2. Drainage will
be connected to the existing house drainage
281/2024 | Portfolio Holders
Highways and Drainage ALL
Housing L Dixon
Public Toilets and Playground T Coward
Village Maintenance and Bus Shelters L Dixon
Communications J Buller
Tourism and Business Engagement J Buller
Street Lighting J Buller
Public Safety/Emergency Planning T Coward & L Lea
Climate Change and the Environment D Adams & R McCracken
Parish Plan R McCracken & L Lea
282/2024 | Representatives to other bodies
Coniston Water Association T Coward
Coniston Sports & Social Club L Dixon
Emergency Planning Group T Coward & L Lea
Coniston Patient Participation Group D Adams
Climate and Nature Partnership R McCracken
Business Forum J Buller & ALL
283/2024 | Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership

Work had progressed well in relation to the dry stone wall (linear habitat), and
the gate is being fabricated. There is a need for a meeting to ensure that work
on other elements of the project progress as equally smoothly.
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284/2024

Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets

It was noted that these are starting to bring in a reasonable revenue after a poor
start due to technical failure.

285/2024

Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues

Lands Field Car Park: This will now not proceed to the July or August meetings
of the National Park’s Planning Committee. Even if successful this means it is
likely that a car park could be established before 2025.

Benches. Tod Coates, the Lengthsman, is undertaking an audit and
assessment of the Parish Council’s benches. This will inform the repair, renewal
and removal plan.

20mph zone. The clerk will brief the Business Forum at its next meeting.

286/2024

Climate, Nature and Community

Community Pantry. The clerk updated the meeting on the progress made to
take the Community Pantry under the Fareshare Organisation. This will
incorporate our efforts into a wider effort to connect those who have a need with
potential food surplus and waste from supermarkets. Any initial costs in the first
year will be met by a grant from the Cumberland Building Society.

Monk Coniston Jetty. Clir Lea and the Clerk had met with representatives of the
National Trust with a mind to retaining the jetty as a swimming platform, water
use and leisure. Advice from Mr Flannigan of Westmorland and Furness Council
indicated that a survey undertaken by professionals would be the most
appropriate first step toward identifying the scope and potential of the project.
The Clerk to seek professional advice.

Community Orchard. The Clerk is in the process of writing a bid for funding to
support the establishment of a Community Orchard. A 500mz2 plot of land has
been secured from a local landowner. This is suitable for approximately 16
trees, hedges, underplanting, a small equipment shed, etc. When the outcome
of the bid has been received the Parish Council will reconvene a meeting of the
Coniston Orchard Group.

LL/MD

MD

287/2024

Emergency Planning

There had been a meeting of the Emergency Committee. Issues discussed
included the residual money from the Cumbria Foundation and how this might be
transferred to support the establishment of the new catering kitchen at the
Sports and Social Club. The Resilience Store requires an audit and
reorganisation before new equipment is stored there.

A call for volunteers to help in times of emergency has been made and
approximately 12 people have stepped forward. They will receive training and a
pack of equipment to make any future endeavour easier.

288/2024

Councillor Matters

Cllr McCracken: The Parish Council should write to congratulate the Coniston
Women'’s Institute on winning the Olive Award

3

............ Date ............. Chair Initials




He supported the idea of the Parish Council writing an annual report, the Chair
indicated that this was a matter already being addressed.

Clir Adams: The Twin Town Association is celebrating its 30" Anniversary in
2025. Itis hoped that the Parish Council, which was instrumental in the
organisation’s establishment, could support this to ensure it is marked as a
special occasion. The Lengthsman will contact Clir Adams regarding vegetation
encroaching on the highways and footpaths along The Banks.

Financial Matters

289/2024 | NOTED: The following receipts:

e Nayax (public toilets) £225.91
e Bank Interest £182.55
290/2024 | RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts:
e T Coates (June Invoice) £309.25
e M Dearnley (July Salary) £558.80
e M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance) £20.00
e Janice Johnston £246.00
e Cumbria Association of Local Councils (Training costs) £30.00
e Jigsaw (cleaning contract — June) £520.56
e South Lakes Drain Jetting £331.20
e SSE (energy — streetlamps) DD £85.56

Consultations and Campaigns
291/2024 | NOTED: The following consultations and campaigns:

e Forestry Management by Forestry England

e Public Space Protection Order Westmorland and Furness area

e Lake District Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document
Consultation

e NALC supported Campaign regarding the safety of lithium ion batteries,
e-bikes and scooters

292/2024 | Correspondence

South Lakeland Area Support South Lakeland - Holiday Activity and
Food Programme - Summer 2024

Westmorland & Furness Council Code of Conduct Training for
Parish/Town Councillors
Unauthorised Encampment Protocol

Rural Services Network Bulletin 19.6.24, 25.6.24, 2.7.24

Funding Digest: June and July

Hawkshead Parish Council Agenda 25.6.24, Minutes 25.6.24, Agenda
16.7.24

Glorious Gravel Notification of Cycling Event - 13.7.24

CALC NALC Legal Bulletin Update — June 2024

Lakes Parish Council Vote of no confidence in the LDNPA

Natural Kendal 24.7.24 newsletter and
Compost Demo event

Richard Solomon Record Week 2024
Torver Parish Council Agenda 4.7.24
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Karen Hanks Coniston Women'’s Institute: Olive Clarke

Challenge
Friends of the X112 Update
Coniston Business Forum Child Employment - Urgent Information
Lake District National Park Temporary Closure Order over Part of
Footpaths

New Chief Executive for the Lake District
National Park Authority

Cumbria Police June: Lakes and Lakes Rural, and
Ulverston,
Low Furness, High Furness & Grange

293/2024 | Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 19" August in
the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.

The meeting closed at 7:53pm

Date Signed & Approved by (Chair)
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