Coniston Parish Council

Minutes of the Coniston Parish Council meeting

held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at

7pm, Monday, 17t June 2024

Present: Councillors: T Coward, J Buller, L Dixon, and L Lea
Clerk: M Dearnley
Members of the Public: Four
Minute Action
Number By
Apologies
245/2024 | RESOLVED: To accept the apologies submitted by Clir R McCracken and Clir D
Adams
Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items
246/2024
None.
Declarations of Interest
247/2024 | None
Minutes
248/2024 | RESOLVED: The minutes of the meetings of 20" May and 3 June 2024 were
approved as true and accurate records.
Matters Arising
249/2024 None.
250/2024 | Public Participation

Westmorland and Furness Council: Councillor Pender had provided an update
on a wide range of casework:
¢ ClIr Pender encouraged engagement with the Strategic Visitor
Management Group (previously the Tactical Visitor Management Group)
is a multi-agency group established to:
o reduce pressure on communities,
o aid the recovery of the Lake District economy,
o provide a safe, welcoming and world class visitor experience, and
o protect the National Park.
e There are a number of issues impacting on communities including:
o Large number of events being held on the same day/weekend
o Residents of Little Langdale being disturbed by those who are
seeking Cathedral Cavern.
o ‘Unmanaged visitors’ are negatively impacting different parts of the
ward (which encompasses Hawkshead and the Coniston Crake
Valley) issues include fly camping, littering, toileting, off-roading.
o Anti-social activity against second homeowners has been occurring.
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Lake District National Park: Simon Hill (LDNPA) reported:

The pilot scheme to provide waste bins at Monk Coniston car park
throughout the month of May has been delayed, but it is likely to be in
place before the end of June. Cumbria Waste have been engaged to
provide professional services.

The Ruskin Avenue toilets have been damaged. These are being locked
in the evening after the Tourist Information Centre closes.

National Trust: Simon Hill (NT) had submitted a written report

Visitor numbers are lower than expected, however, SY Gondola, having
moved to a live booking system and enabled booking through the Tourist
Information Centre, has seen an increase in bookings.

A drop in session to discuss the Trust’'s work restoring traditional hay
meadows has been arranged for Monday, 8" July. Clerk to advertise via
Facebook.

It is likely that refurbishment work on Far End Cottage will commence by
early autumn. High Hallgarth with be let alongside High Oxenfell Farm.
Jetties. Work will commence on the main Coniston Jetty in the early
autumn.

As Monk Coniston jetty is no longer used by SY Gondola and it requires
work to make safe the future of the jetty is in serious doubt. The Trust
welcomes discussions with the Parish Council to identify whether there is
a way in which it might be preserved as a swimming jetty.

Coniston Business Forum: No report

Coniston and Torver Community Land Trust: No report.

Comments and representations from members of the public

251/2024 | Representations were made in relation to the planning application 7/2024/5306

MD

252/2024 | Portfolio Holders

There was a general discussion; however, as two councillors were not present
this item was deferred to the meeting on Monday, 15" July 2024.

253/2024 | Representatives to other bodies

There was a general discussion; however, as two councillors were not present
this item was deferred to the meeting on Monday, 15™ July 2024.

Planning Applications

Reference:  7/2024/5306
Location: 7 Collingwood Close, Coniston, LA21 8DZ
Proposal: Extension to the side of the property, attic conversion and a new

solid roof over the existing conservatory

254/2024 | RESOLVED: Objection

Reference: 7/2024/5161
Location: Tarn Hows Main Car Park, Tarn Hows, Coniston
Proposal: To create a permanent Visitor Welcome Point

255/2024 | RESOLVED: No Objection
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256/2024

NOTED: The following grant of planning permission:

Reference: 7/2023/5153
Location: Coniston Inn, Coniston, LA21 8AJ
Proposal: Erection of a bicycle store

25712024

258/2024

Coniston Maintenance, Parking and Highway Issues
NOTED: The road marking (slow) had been painted on Shepherd’s Bridge Lane.

NOTED: The consultation on a 20mph zone in Coniston, which had been
timetabled to be undertaken in the second half of the summer term, would now
be conducted in the first part of the autumn term. A drop in session has been
organised to be held in the Reading Rooms on the 23™ September 2024. This
delay was due to the calling of a General Election on the 4™ July 2024.

259/2024

Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets

NOTED: The Gents toilet door had been repaired by Healthmatic, however, the
Ladies had been subject to vandalism causing significant damage to the door
and its fixings. This is to be reported to Cumbria Constabulary. It was noted
that there had been a more serious incident of vandalism at the Lake District
National Park Authority toilets on Ruskin Avenue.

MD

260/2024

261/2024

262/2024

263/2024

Climate, Nature and Community

NOTED: The clerk reported that the jetty at Monk Coniston was due to be
demolished, as it was no longer integral to the role of the SY Gondola’s
operations on Coniston Water. This is a valuable community asset and the clerk
will investigate options whereby this might have its useable life extended. The
clerk will bring a report to a future meeting. Clir Lea will accompany the clerk to
meetings with the National Trust.

NOTED: The clerk reported on a grant opportunity to support the establishment
of community orchards. It has been an ambition of the Parish Council for a
number of years to establish a community orchard, an ambition hampered only
by the lack of land. The clerk to pursue enquiries into land availability and to
submit a grant application if it is likely that land might be made available.

NOTED: The clerk reported on requests submitted via Cllr McCracken to
address the issue of grass verges in Little Arrow. It was clarified that these
grass verges are the responsibility of the National Trust and theirs to maintain.

NOTED: The clerk, on behalf of the Parish Council, will liaise with the Mrs
Dearnley, Coniston Women’s Institute, to explore the possibility of the
Community Pantry becoming part of the Fareshare Scheme.

MD/LL

MD

MD

264/2024

Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership

RESOLVED: The Chair to call a meeting to review progress, clarify remaining
objectives and to identify those elements of the project that require additional
support in order to see timely progression toward completion.
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265/2024

Emergency Planning

NOTED: There will be a meeting of The Coniston Resilience Group to be held at ALL
Coniston Sports and Social Club on Thursday, 20" June 2024. All councillors
are invited.
266/2024 | NOTED: The clerk is working with the Sports and Social Club to ensure that MD
residual funds from the Storm Arwen grant held by the Parish Council are
approved by the Cumbria Foundation.
Destination Coniston
267/2024 | NOTED: The clerk and Clir Suzanne Pender will work together to develop a bid MD/SP
for funding to support the marketing of Coniston.
268/2024 | Councillor Matters
Councillor Dixon
e Hedges at The Nant are overgrown and encroaching on the road where MD
there is no pavement. This results in a road safety issue as pedestrians
are forced to walk further into the road.
¢ Highlighted the opportunity to create a grass verge, with the landowner’s
permission, on Shepherd’s Bridge Lane.
Financial Matters
269/2024 | NOTED: The following receipts:
o Westmorland and Furness Climate and Nature Grant £12,500.00
¢ Nayax (public toilets) £139.63
270/2024 | RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts:
e T Coates (June Invoice) £449.31
e M Dearnley (June Salary) £558.80
e M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance) £20.00
e M Dearnley (Reimbursement — flowers for Clir Troughton) £20.00
e Janice Johnston £49.00
e Tracy Coward (Reimbursement — gift for Clir Troughton) £16.00
e Cumbria Association of Local Councils (Training costs) £120.00
¢ Jigsaw (cleaning contract — March and April) £401.05
e Jigsaw (cleaning contract — May) £537.91
e SSE (energy — streetlamps) £82.81
271/2024 | Correspondence
Cumbria Local Resilience Forum Summer Workshops
South Lakeland Area Support Urgent Bridge Closures
Westmorland & Furness Council Fareshare Opportunities
Biodiversity Toolkit

Summer Climate and Nature Toolkit
Library News
Local Plan Briefing
Windermere Ferry MCA Inspection and
Refit - Confirmation of service
resumption

Rural Services Network Bulletin 21.5.24, 29.5.24, 4.6.24,
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Hawkshead Parish Council
Boon Crag Farm (Amy Porter)
CALC

Cumbria Constabulary

South Cumbria Rivers Trust
Rural Villages Services Group
Cumbria Community Resilience Group

11.6.24

Minutes 21.5.24

Pop up campsite

Appointment of two Directors for the
CALC Board South Lakeland Area from
October 2024

Pre-election period

Good Councillor Guide

Newsletters May

Fraud Prevention Newsletter
Summer Newsletter

Leaflet

Deputy Prime Minister Resilience
Speech: Details, Tools & Resources

272/2024

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm, 15" July 2024 in the
Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.

The meeting closed at 8:36pm

Signed & Approved by (Chair)
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